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Underwater
fort may
resurface
on land

Effort afoot to
recreate historic
Fort Prince George

By Terry Cregar
Srarr WrrER
icregarigreanvillEnews. com

PICKENS — The Pickens
County Historical Society. is
looking for a sife near Eake Keo-
wee to rebuild a 18 century fort
whose remains are now under
the lake.

Fort Prince George was built
in what was then the Keowee
Valley at the request of the Cher-
okee Nation, according to Pres-
ton Bruce of the historical soci-
ety’s Special Projects Group.

Bruce said he came up with
the idea of rebuilding the fort
last fall.

The fort was named after the
Prince of Wales and in its day it
served as a link between
Charleston, Ninety Six and the
Upper Cherokee lands, Bruce
said. [

The original site of the fort was
flooded when Duke Power
dammed the Keowee River to
create Lake Keowee.

Bruce, who works at Sun-
Trust Bank in Pickenswhen he’s
not invelved in the fort project,
said the Society is attempting to
partner with individuals, groups
and foundations to reconstruct
the fort as close to the original
gite as possible.

An initial plan would have put
the fort on land at Mile Creek
County Park north of Six Mile, a
site that overlooks the original
site under the lake, but that plan
fell through, Bruce said.

Now the society is talking with
the owners of two other undis-
closed sites, both within five
miles of the original location.

Bruce said the society expects
to reconstruct the fort in its enti-
rety based on period drawings
and the documented archeologi-
cal footprint,

“This is a living history project
that will be educatignal from in-
ception throughoutits duration,
Bruce said ina press statement.
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a similar effort
frs;)«tzrflwherl'e the original Fort Lou-
doun was rebuilt after the Ten-
nessee Valley Authority flooded
the Little Tennessee River basin

te a reservolr.

tog‘?la(‘:e said the society’s spe-
cial projects group is creating
some conceptual drawings of
Fort Prince George and it is pro-
ducing videocs 10 help generate
interest in the project.

The society also plans to
launch awebsite this \jve?kmth a
fink to the fort rebuilding pror

ect.

LEARN MORE |-
For more information about the
Fort Prince George prpject_ and

the Pickens County Historical
Society call 864-878-1322 or emall
pickenscohistory@gmaiI,com.
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Fort below Lake Keowee's
waters may resurface on
land

Effort afoot to recreate historic Fort Prince
George

By Terry Cragar - Staff Wrilor « May 16, 2010

PICKENS — The Pickens County Historical Society is
looking for a site near Lake Keowee to rebuild a

161h century forl whose remains are now under the
lake.

Forl Prince George was built in what was then the
Keowee Valley at the request of the Cherokee Nalion,
according to Preston Bruce of the historical society’s
Special Projects Group.

Bruce said he came up with the idea of rebuilding
the fort last fall.

The fort was named after the Prince of Wales and in
its day il served as a link between Charleston, Ninety
Six and the Upper Cherokee lands, Bruce said.

The original site of the forl was flooded when Duke
Power dammed the Keowee River to create Lake
Keowee.

Bruce, who works al SunTrust Bank in Pickens when
he's not involved in the fort project, said ihe Sociely
is attempting to partner with individuals, groups

and foundalions to reconsiruct the fort as close to
the original site as possible.

An initial plan would have put the fort on land al
Mile Creek County Park norlh of Six Mile, a site that
overlooks the original site under the lake, but that
plan fell through, Bruce said.

Now the society is la'k 1) wilh Lhe owners of two
olher undisclosed sites, balh within five miles of the
ariginal location,

Bruce said the society expects 1o reconstruct lhe fort
in its entirety based on period drawings and lhe
documenled archeological footprint.

“This is a living history project that will be

educational from inceplion throughout its
duration,” Bruce said in a press statement.

The society hopes to draw from a similar effort in
Tennessee, where the original Fort Loudoun was
rebuilt after the Tennessee Valley Authority flooded
the Little Tennessee River basin to creale a
reservoir.

That fort was rebuilt on the banks of the lake 30
years ago and is cumrenlly maintained through a
private foundation and the state of Tennessee.

Bruce said the society's special projects group is
creating some conceptual drawings of Fort Prince
George and it is producing videos to help generate
interesl in the project.

The society also plans to launch a website this week
wilh a link to the forl rebuilding project.

WANT MORE?

For more informalion about lhe Fort Prince George
project and lhe Pickens County Historical Society call
864-878-1322 or email plckenscohistory@gmail.com.
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