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US manufacturing

Factories steadily
‘turning out cars,
wood products,

appliances

By Martin Crutsinger
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — U.S. fac-
tories rebounded in Novei-
ber from Superstorm Sandy,
boosting production of cars,
equipment and appliances.
But after factoring out the im-
pact from the storm, the
broader trend in manufactur-
ing remained weak.

'The Federal Reserve said
Friday that factory output in-
creased 1.1 percent in Novem-
ber from October. That offset
a 1 percent decline in the pre-
vious, which was blamed on
the storm.

Auto production jumped
45 percent last month, the
first increase since July. Pro-
duction of primary metals,
wood products, electrical
equipment and appliances all
showed gains.

Total industrial output at
factories, mines and utilities
roge also roge 1.1 percent last
month, after a 0.7 percent de-
cline in October.

Still, economists cautioned
that the rebound in manufac-
turing was almost entirely re-
lated to Sandy.

Sal Guatieri, senior econo-
mnist at BMO Capital Markets,
noted that when averaging da-
ta over October and Novem-
ber, industrial putput and
manufacturing both were up
just 2.1 percent OVer the past
year — less than half the
growth rate from the start of
the year.
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output rose in Nov.

«{ ooking beyond Sandy’s
impact, U.S. manufacturers

ery and equipment this year
because of uncertainty sur-
rounding taxes and govern-
ment spending. They are also
worried about a slowdown in
global growth that has
weighed on U.S. exports.

“The global slowdown will
prevent a strong recovery” in
manufacturing, predicted
Paul Dales, senior economist
at Capital Economics.

U.S. manufacturing activ-
ity shrank in November to the
slowest pace since July 2009,
according . to a closely
watched index of manufactur-
ing activity compiled by the
Institute for Supply Manage-
ment.



