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~ et since August 2007 and exceeding the
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The figures indicate the housing mary-
ket was making greater progress amonth

- creased hiring and- hedlthier. finances-
- _havé been driving demand, a sustained

~"Homebuilding is in a steady recov-

ery,” said-Richard "Moody, chief econo-.

mist at Regions-Financial Corp. in Bir-

L ‘mingham, Alabama, who had the highest- -
forecast in the Bloomberg survey. “The
fundamentals for demand are in. good

shape” although “higher mortgage rates.

could be a potential headwind if we see

- further gains in rates.” . -

The median forecast of economists
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- with ¢stimates ranging from 953,000 to
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_ With investor _ aster;
pansion and ‘inflation from. President-
elect Donald Trump's policies, the Vield on

the US. 10-year note - a bellwether of
changes in mortgage rates - has jumped
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-in housing loan costs, -~
*- - A sustained surge could further:dis- -
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