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The “gain is perhaps petter than it Jooks given

ES econom ot Rrops were probably nervous about adding
y workers with the fiscal cliff looming,” said Paul
Ashworth, an economist at Capital Economics.
Fyven 5o, hiring hasw’t heen strong enoughto
add 1 quickly reduce otil}-high unemployment. The job
S : gains for December almost exactly maiched the
average monthly pace for the past two years. Hir-
° ing has been steady but modest as the economy
- has gradually improved.
0 S I' ate For 2012, employers added 1.84 million jobs, an
9 average of 153,000 jobs @ monih, roughly match-
ing the job totals for 2011.
o Robust hiring in manufacturing and construc-
T@m alﬂs 7 tion fueled the December job growth. Construc-
s (:i tion firms added 30,000, the waost in 15 months.
That increase likely reflected hiring needed to
rebuild after Superstorm Sandy and also gains in
home building that have contributed t0@ housing
recovery.

Manufacturers added 95,000 jobs, the most in
nine months.

Other higher-paying indugtries also added
jobs. professional and business services, which
include positions ip information. technology,
management and architecture, gained 19,000. Fi-
nancial services added 9,000, health care 55,000,

[ ower-paying industry sectars were mixed.
Restaurants and bars added 28,000 jobs. Retail-
ers cut 11,300, asign that the holiday shopping
spason might have been stuggish. But those cuts
followed three months of strong gains.

FILE PHOTO Al the job gains last month came from private
emplovers. Governments shed 13,000 jobs, mostly
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jobs I Nveraber sad Hie amsmeplo O Tae 000 Fha stable hiring pace last month shows that

stayed at 7.8 percent, the | Pﬂwment rate employers didn't pafiic during the high-stakes
owest since December  talks between COngress and the White House

2008, the Labor artme r
Dep nt announced Friday, over tax increases and spending cuts that weren't

BY CHIISTOPHER 5. RUGABER resolved until New Year’s.
ASSOCIATED PRESS That’s an ercouraging sign for the coming
” morggs. because an even bigger federal budget
ASHINGTON — U.S _ ) showdown is looming. The government must
.S. employers added 155,000 jnerease its $16.4 trillion borrowing limit by

jobs in December, a steady
hiring held up during {'}‘Igtg?‘m Eléag}mf"s around late February or risk defaulting on its
resolve the fiscal cliff. ense negotiations o debt. Repubticans will likely demand deep spend-

The solid job growth wasn’t enough to veduce ing cuts as the price of raiging the debt Hmit.

the unemployment i
rate, which remained 7.8
m@t "ﬁg m?n::h, ilhe Labor Department.said
. The rate for ovember was revised
ﬁ-%m r;n initially reported %7 percent. =yt
i g‘thlJ anuary, the government updates the
o, ﬁveyyginﬁymmt rates for the previ-
il . The rates for most months don’t
The government said hiri
By ' it hiring was stro

T\.g'.-emhar than l't first estimeted. Noﬁerr;lghsg;?
job increases wers révised up15,000'to 161,000

October’s increase
ks was nearly unchanged at



