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T CALHALLA —No
maps. Noatlis. No,
' GPS-nayigation
systii,
It didn't matter, not back in
e 1600s and F00s anvway,
Today, it may be catise for

Dane,

The Chertlies Indians
crafted their own way of
locating landmarks and
villages while trekking from
placetoplace.s

Many settled in lands that
are now Gecrgia, South
Carolina, North Carolina
and Tentiesses, butamain
thoroughfire ran from
Charleston to the Mississippi
Rivet.

On a path similar to what
present-day residents would

call Interstate 85, this main

path didn’t have double
vellow Hines and wasn't
sprinkied with sneaky police

cars toying to cateh speaders,

[mstead, fhese paths were
marked with special indica-
tors thubbed, “Tndian Trail
Trees.”

Larther Lyls, local resident
and Cherokee enthusiast,
hias been enthralled with the
Thistory that encapsidates
Cloones:

“Foralong time, no one
‘even knew what Ocones
meant,” he said. *1spoke
with some Cherokee elders,
and they told me it stood for,

‘Yand beside the water.” Then,
I met some people locally
who sharedthe same inter-
est in learning about Chero-

kee history. The sad thing
wag, historic documentation
of them in South Carelina
was almost non-existent, or

_not very accurate” o

tly, Lyle and other
insts are spending the
maiority af their time locat-
ingstill-standing trailp*ei!ﬁ
in the area while working
with the Oconee Heritage
Center in Walhalla, which
is housing many Chetokee
There have been 25 trail
trees confirmed in Keowee
Keyalmie,asit‘slnr;ated just
12 miles from what wasonee
known as Keowee Town, Ehe
largestof the Tower-elevation
villages.
wThey were very crafty .
aboutmarking trail fraes, !
Lyle added. “Young whiiz
oak saplings would be bent
aivd shiaped intight angles,
pointing usually inthe
direetion of the next town.
Think of bonsal trees and
hiow they are shaped to grow
in specific ways. It's thesame
thing, just onabigger seale.
Prety amazingstuff”
ThESEﬂ‘EERWEi‘EusuHﬂF

‘With the

commumity’s help
to locate these trees,

We can complete a
full map and learn
more about their

and traditions!

Luther Lyte
Local resident, Cherokee
enthusiast

placed about 25-50feet apart
he addecl. :

There are thousands of
trail trees in the Southeast,
with more than 50 located
and confirmed in Oconee
County.

“It's st 50 great to have
somany here,” he said. *Be-

cause there has been plenty
of clear cutting all across the
area, we feel very ucky.”

In addition, some were
used to mark the trail
directions between Indian
gathering places. They often
followed the mountain ridges
50 the Indians could see long
distances to look for Jand-
marks and to avoid climbing

over the mountains, Qthers
marked sources of water,
graves sites, treasure loca-
tions, places to hide or get out
of the weather. Some were
used as message trees where
an Indian could pick up in- .
formation to be transmitted
between Indian gathering -
places, he atided.
Lyle is looking for the
helpof the community y
“With the com- ‘
munity’s help o N
locate these trees.
We can complete a full map
and learn more about their
For more information,
call Lyle at (864)638-8070.
Sbley@datyim com] ¢a54) am;ars‘l

to locate as many trail
frees as possihle.

geftlements and traditions,”
he added,
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