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Tourlsin Spendmg up 4% l couoo

THE JDURNA{ STAFF

SENECA Tourlsm expendl-
tures for Oconee County reached
an all-time high of $56.18 miillion in

2014, according to a report réleased .

- recently by the 8.C. Parks, Recre-
_ation'and Tourism Department.
The report, which is completed -

annually by the U.S. Travel Associ-

.- ation, shows tourism expendltures

grew 4.21 percent froim 2018 and that.

tourismy directly supports 440 travel
and tourism jobs in Oconee witha
payroll more than $8.36 million, -
Totrism is responsible for more
than $6.38 million in local and state
taxes collected, which reduces the

local tax burden of every household _

by $165 annually.
Oconee ranks 20th among South

Carolma countles and has expe- '
rienced a 29 percén’c growth in .

- tourism spendmg since 20086, whmh

equals an additional $12.6 million
annually beirig'spent in our local

economy today- as compared t0 20086.

County parks, recreation and -

‘ tourlsm d1rector Phil Shirley said -

- tourism-is.a vital piece
| of economic develop--
ment for the county.
“QOconee County
Council’s adoption gf

Great Outdoors plan
shéws a continued com-
mitment to our natural
. assets and tourism -
product development ” he said. “By

Sh_irley '

confinuing to make tourism promeo-
- tion and product development a pri-

the Destitiation Oconee -

orlty, we not only grow tourlsm we
also continue to improve the overall
quality of Life for all of-us,” -

. Mountain Lakes Convention and

‘ VlSItOI‘S Bureau president and CEQ

Ken Slean said tourism
is one of the leadmg in-
dustries bothnationally
and internationally.

“It is my expectation
that with the continued
incredible community
support of tourism, it
will soon be the No. -
1 industry i in Oconee

Sioan'

. ='County,” he said.

The full report “Economic Impact
Of Domestic Travel on South Car-
olina Counties 2014” is available
at scprt.com under the “tour1sm .
statistics” heading,
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