Tiremaker gives state

Bridgestone’s $1.2 billion Aiken
mvestment will create 850 jobs
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Bridgestone plans to in-
vest $1.2 billion in Aiken
County, creating more than
850 jobs and propelling the
state’s economy forward at
a time unemployment re-
mains a key challenge.

The news Wednesday
was viewed by elected offi-
cials and business leaders
as an econornic shot in the
arm thatrivals, or evensur-
passes, the projects of
BMW, whose only North
American manufacturing
facility is in the Upstate,
and Boeing, which built an
airplane assembly plant in

new boost

North Charleston.

BMW's payroll num-
bered 1,900 with an initial
capital investment of $444
million when it began oper-
ations in Greer in 1994. To-
day, BMW has 7,000 compa-
ny and contract workers in
Greer. Boeing South Caro-
lina fabricates, assembles
and installs systems for
rear fuselage sections of
the 787 Dreamliner and
joins and integrates mid-
body’ sections from other

partmers.

Bridgestone Americas
Ine., a subsidiary of
Bridgestone Corp., said it
will build a 1.5 million-
square-foot off-road radial
tire manufacturing facility
on a site in Aiken County.
The company also an-
nounced an additional
474,000-square-foot expan-
sion of the existing passen-
ger and light truck tire
plant in Aiken County.
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