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| PICKENS — s her apain,
| Fall.
| The perfect time to get

In the car and drive up the .
mountains or simply around

town to view nature's person-

al kaleidoscope of color,
Foliage i5 5 free show to an
| envimnmé;:t full of vibrant
hues, and loea; enthusiasts
areexpecting anothep Ereat
year of eolor.

Curtis Stuks, assistant man-
ager of Tahle Rock State Park

on Highway 11, said everything

Is lining up for aspectaculay
viewing season, ;

"We are looking at the next
EWO to three weeks as our
peak time for color,* he said.
“Now, there is lots of bright
green.”

He added that this transfor-
mation is attributed to mild
altumn days-coupled with
cool, erisp — hgt hot freezing
—evVenings,

who in turn worl up “foliage
“Peepers

elsewhere to Jot leaf. :

state tourism

forecasts” published online and
where to find the best fal| foliage,
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apeek at fall color
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During tha months of Sep-

tember, Oete

and Novem- '

ber the once green leaves of -
Spring and summer alter t};ein
abpearance for good, before

Falling to the Eround.

Altogether, temperature,
brecipitation and wing will

greatly impact fall foliage,
“Ideally, the best foliage

happens when autumn days

T L e

are mild and the evenings are;
cool and erisp, but stay above r
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COI.OR: Set to explode
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32 degrees, However, j
davtime temperatirog
are t0o warm for a good
Period of time ip the
fall, the coloys may be
lesg brilliant,” sajid
Fete Fallon, Clemson
foliage enthusiast,

“The foliage season

weeks longer. When it
comes to frost, that will
Lnhibit the production
of anthocyanin, pig-
ment broducing vari.
0us shades of req. This
12 why having tempera.
tures above freezing is
exactly what we should

e hoping for »

Annual precipitation,
Which provides mois-
ture for sail and plant
life, alsp Playsa role ip
the Upstate’s fajq folj-
age Fallon addag.

“A late spring, which
delays the release of
moisture through
Snow melt, may push

back the -:uit_:r.;_:hange
by a nearly a week,
-Sometimes longer in
extreme cases. Severp
drought often causes
the leaves of distressed
Or young trees tp drop
their leayvag early toq,
This year, we've been
bretty lucky with it

a lu N

may also last one totwo .aj]

Except for maybe one
thing, Stukg said, p

“The wind storms
we've had roll through
here have taken a lot.of
leaves off of our trees
already» he said, “Wa

Aaren't tog wortied, but

wind can deﬂnjfeljrput
a damper on fa]] foliage
If it keeps yp,* :
Currently, Stuks said
the surwoods, like cot-
tonwoaods, ai-_e‘-'nlr&ady
starting tn change
while the Mapie trees
won’t be fay behind,
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