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wills on the water

Chattooga River raftlng excursmn is still
the ulumate fun adventure for fam111es g

By_CharIes Sowell
Spec|al to The ‘Grearivilie News

" Inthe grand scheme

.the forest service has. -
- considered usagere-.. "
strlctmns

of outdoot adventure,
nothing gives the whole
family the experience. .

that raftlng provides, -

-part1cular1y on the Chat-

toogaRiver.... - .
“The Chattocga has
changed during the past. .

- few decades. Protected

asa Wlld and. Scemc

River since 1974, the .

Chattooga has. heccme a.
popular destination for

-ottdoorsmen, rafters and
_kayakers as well ashik-. .

ers: It is a ¢crowded pIaee
today, so much se that -

Yet since James ] chk

: ey wrote hlS landmark

" novel abouts raftmg the

“yiver in 1970, the Chattoo-
ga has been lmown asa

, rafter’s river. A placeto |

challenge one’s self

against a force of nature '

Increasmgly, itisa

-place for family fun, sald B
Dave Perrin, Chattooga o
- River manager for the =
Nantahala Outdoor Cen-

ter. Perrm has seen 40 .

seasons pass on the river -
. and, without much argu-
- -ment, is the grand, old

man of the stream. ©
“We're extremely

family-friendly here,”

Perrin said, “There are .

_*sections of the river that

are appropriate for

. younger children where

we do a lot of 5 swimming -

.and wading, and there . -

are gections Where the

raplds are much more

: Sect_iohs of

the river.

i .where the

- rapids are
< more

-challenging -
are . (.
-recommended

- fof older

children and' :

adults.
NANTAHALA
OUTDCOR - -

“ENTERPROVIDED

challenglng, and we rec- - /
'ommend those for older "
. kids and-adults.” - ‘
- Originally from Au- =~

gusta, Perrin attended -

Wofford' College and -

started working on'the . .~ |

river while in schoo_l
“Pm sort of like a

salmon; T migrated up- -
. stream, but I'never left. - -
. “My Kids were ralsed i
‘onthe river, Thereisa = -
pool just upstrean from. .
- theU.S. 76 bridge on the .
lower end of Section 3 -

where we used to take -

+. the kids to.play,” he said.

- “It is & wonderful spot-

- with lots of calm' water,

. - .. These-are the kindg of i .

: places we Iike to ta'ke the -

. younger kids,” ;"
Perrin said the rnam,
safety «concern on the: -

river is that rafters fol- -

- website notes Chattooga |-
guides receive. 1ndustry— :
" leading trammg '

.-’y in the backyard of the -

- Atlanta area, and lots of
- business comes its way -
: from there Perrm said,

low guldes mstructmns
The outdoors. company’s [

The river is practlcal-

From Greenville toe, as
outdoor adventure reslly
starts to take hold m-the
area,

when it saw the largest ..

" numbers of rafters. To-. )

day the business is -

, The heyday of raftmg _
the Chattooga was inthe -
. 1990s, he said. That was

».-steady, and folks who

love the stream come -
back year after year.
Chutch groups, 11ke a

‘Catholic group:from .-

Georgla, are among re-

,turmng customers, Per- -

rin said. “That group
comes year. after. year to
enjoy the river.”



