Pickens petroglyph site to open in September after delays

PHOTOS BY MYKAL MCELDOWNEY/STAFF
Allen Coleman points out an array of ancient petroglyphs at the new one-of-a-kind Rock Art Museum at the Hagood Mill in Pickens.

THIS ART ROCKS
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PICKENS
t took more than 1,000 years for historic rock carvings tobe
discovered at the Hagood Mill Historic Site and Folklife
Center, but the 12 years since then have seemed like an
eternity to enthusiasts who have been waiting impatiently for
public viewing of the petroglyphs.{ The long wait, apparently,
is almost over. § Pickens County Council, which had been in-
vestigating the delay in the opening of the Hagood Creek Petro-
glyphs Site of South Carolina, voted to open the facility “as soon
as possible,” which the county tourism and marketing director
says will be Sept. 19. 1 Unearthing the reasons for the repeated
delays in opening the center has been nearly as murky a busi-

. : : : : “All I can say is that I'm glad it's coming to fruition
ness as discovering who made the enigmatic carvings and pecause I put a lot of heart and soul into it. That
when. { The latter may never be known. The former is onethat ~ Whole rock art center was my baby. I conceived it,

iech I designed it and I raised the money to build it.
no one seems to be able or willing to talk much about.

Some of the ancient petroglyphs that will be on display.

ALLEN COLEMAN

See PETROGLYPH, Page 4A COUNTY MUSEUM DIRECTOR
INSI DE P o1 1Y — 6D  Business........... 11A  Lifestyle ........1D  Television.......6D www.gi
Area news......3A  Classifieds......8C  Obituaries......8A  U.5./World......1B 5 High 87 C"‘:E'
Baseball ........... 5C  COMICS wvrrrnaeas 7D Religion........... 3D Voices............10A Low 69 Classif
Bridge ............6D  Crossword.....6D  Sports.........1C  Weather....... 12A w ©(

y £ 1 i



Petroglyph

Continued from Page 1A

“That’s the $64,000 question
that nobody’s been able to an-
swer for a long, long time,” said
Dennis Chastain, a Pickens
County outdoorsman who was
part of the group that discov-
ered the petroglyphs in 2003.

Regardless, it will be worth
the wait, according to Helen
Hockwalt, county tourism and
marketing director.

Tourist attraction

The center was built over
the site where the petroglyphs
were found, but it took some
special technology to make it
possible to see the carvings,
Hockwalt said.

The 32 petroglyphs, which in-
cludes 17 human figures, were so
eroded when they were discov-
ered that they could be seen only
under certain conditions.

Chastain says he and a friend
who were looking for petro-
glyphs in the area looked at the
30-foot rock and couldn’t see
anything.

Then another friend, Mike
Bramlett, from Oconee County,
went back to the site on a rainy,
misty day.

“Lo and behold he found a hu-
man stick figure, which is pret-
ty incredible,” Chastain said.
“That was the first human stick
figure petroglyph that had been
found in South Carolina.”

They are believed to be at
least 1,000 years old, but their
time and creators aren’t known.

Designers of the Hagood
Creek Petroglyph Site facility
have recreated conditions in-
side the viewing area that make
the carvings stand out like they
did that day, Hockwalt said.

As visitors enter the facility,
they first come to a lobby area
with exhibits, including some
“portable” petroglyphs, a video
and materials from a book on
petroglyphs in South Carolina
by Tommy Charles, who was a
professor at the Institute of Ar-
cheology and Anthropology at
the University of South Caroli-
na and among the discoverers
of the carvings, Hockwalt said.

In another room, the petro-
glyphs are in their natural loca-
tion, protected from further
weathering by the building.

It’s like a darkened theater,
with a viewing ramp, and lights
that shine on sections of the rock
in synch with an audio presenta-
tion narrated by Charles.

“You flip them on in succes-
sion and those human stick fig-
ures just jump out at you,”
Chastain said.

Among the human figures is
arare carving that’s sometimes
called “Refrigerator Man.” It’s
astick figure with arectangular
body shaped something like a
refrigerator.

Other carvings are abstract
figures.

The audio program “was dif-
ficult to develop because of the
diversity of visitors we expect,”
Hockwalt said. “We wanted it to
be informative for school chil-
dren, academics, ordinary peo-
ple, as well as international
travelers who will come here.”

The center is expected to
draw people from around the
world because petroglyphs are
usually found in places that are
hard toreach, such as in remote
mountain caves, she said.

Long time coming

Sorting out the history of the
delays in the project has been a
chore, even for County Council,
which assigned its Administra-
tion and Finance Committee to
look into two months ago.

“Obviously something has
been amiss at the mill for quite
some time,” a member of the au-
dience at Monday’s County Coun-
cil meeting told the council
“Buildings going up and not open-
ing. Buildings going up and mys-
teriously disappearing. We don’t
know what'’s caused the problems
and we can't know that changing
the staff out or the management
is going to correct it.

“What I'm asking for is some
transparent accountability to
let us know that the problem is
understood, that you know what
it is or that somebody does, and
that steps are being taken to cor-
rect the problems out there.”

County Council already had
made plans to pull the item out of
committee Monday just long

enough to vote to open the center
“as soon as possible” and send it
back to committee for further in-
vestigation.

County Council Chairman
Jennifer Willis didn’t respond to
arequest for an explanation of the
center’s delayed opening.

Interim County Administra-
tor Ralph Guarino said the facil-
ity was completed in June 2014,
which coincided with the hiring
of a new county administrator,
Matthew Delk.

That resulted in “a learning
curve” and the county was un-
able to address the project dur-
ing his brief time in the job,
Guarino said.

Delk left the position in Feb-
ruary after signing a secret
agreement to receive one year's
pay and allow the county out of
its contract with him.

Since February, Guarino,
whois also the county finance di-
rector, has been busy with plan-
ning the budget and handling
day-to-day operations, he said.

When the ancient rock art was
discovered 12 years ago, county
officials immediately recognized
its value and began considering

. how to preserve and display it.

Fundraising started in 2005,
and by July 2007, the county
said construction would start
soon on a building.

The Great Recession hit in
2008, and attempts to raise mon-
ey for the project faltered.

In October 2009, plans for a
capital campaign called “Pre-
serving a Place of Ancient
Voices,” were announced, with
a goal of $400,000 to create what
was then being called a rock art
center.

By November 2010, $200,000
had been raised and a ground-
breaking ceremony was held in
May 2011, with plans to open the
facility in early 2012,

In January 2012, the county
reported that the construction
was “nearing completion.” Allen
Coleman, then-executive direc-
tor of the Pickens County Cultur-
al Commission, which at that
time ran Hagood Mill and the
Pickens County Museum of Art
and History, said another
$25,000 to $30,000 was needed to
finish the job and he hoped to
have the center open by summer.

The Greenville News report-
ed in December 2013 that the
center was expected to open in
early 2014.

Hagood Mill site manager Ed
Bolt died unexpectedly before
the new year, which brought a
change in management.

County Council created a tour-
ism and marketing division and

"made Hockwalt its head, which

put the Hagood Mill site under
her authority and Coleman in
charge of the county museum.

“All I can say is that I'm glad
it’s coming to fruition because I
put alot of heart and soul into it,”
Coleman told The Greenville
News this week. “That whole
rock art center was my baby. I
conceived it, I designed it and I
raised the money to build it.

“I have no idea why it took so
long.”

It’s the only facility of its
kind in the United States and
perhaps one of the few in the
world, he said.

The capital campaign raised
$300,000 eventually, he said.
The county chipped in $286,051,
according to Guarino.

During the process of build-
ing the petroglyph center, con-
struction started on a “perfor-
mance pavilion” at the Hagood
site, Coleman said. I't started off
to be a pole building with sides
around it.

“It kind of blossomed and bal-
looned and became more than
what I think County Council in-
tended for it to be,” he said.

That happened after Coleman
had been taken off the Hagood
site job and under the direction
of former County Administrator
Chap Hurst, he said.

That structure was torn
down before it was completed.

After the petroglyph center
was finished, there were some
leaks in the foundation that had
to be fixed, Coleman said.

But everything will be ready
for a “soft start” on Sept. 19,
Hockwalt said.

The Hagood Creek Petro-
glyph Site of South Carolina will
be open on Wednesdays, Fri-
days and Saturdays from10a.m.
until 4 p.m. The address is 138
Hagood Mill Road, Pickens.

A dedication will be held at a
date yet to be set.



