The Tiki Hut;t Luke Kclwee Ma-
rina in Seneca has found itself at
the center of debate surrounding
revisions to Oconee County’s noise
ordinance, although county council-
man Paul Cain says that was not the
intent of the proposed ordinance.
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Tiki Hut owner aiming
to tone down live music
GM: "Wewant to be great neighbors’

BY STEVEN BIIADI.EY
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SENECA — The general manager of
The Tiki Hut at Lake Keowee Marina
says the club has taken measures to

keep its live music _ Paul Cain proposed
from being a neigh- /| an amendment to
borhood rr%enaeejg I wa“t us d “ tO the county’s noise

Those measures i ordinance that would
include agreeing not gEt d |0 ng, d nd SINCE  anlow for concerts in -
have live entertain- [ . unincorporated areas.
ment after midnight, l m the new kld on Gary Littlefield,
as well as installing h bl k who sits on the board
“sound-baffling” the block, | want t0  of zoning appeals and
materials under the . lives near The Tiki
s’tage1 e[.nd puttitrlllg up dO everyth n g th at Iflut at Lake Eegwee
a sail to cover the . arina, spoke during
gfcktwf;geléang:i | can to make this public comment

ay to help contain and said the bar is
thomoie, e WOTK for both of us.” sriEy e,
came to the club in_ ordinance. :
February, he says he Jim Bennett Littlefield suggested
learned it had a prob- The Tiki Hut owner the ordinance offered -
lem renewing its 1i- the county a chance

quor license with the S.C. Department
of Revenue due to noise complaints.

Tiki Hut could renew its license, but

said the bar “put in some stipulations
on our own to make it palatable to the

At a hearing in Columbia recently,

Bennett said a judge had ruled The

local people around here.”
The issue became a talking point in
Oconee County when council member

to crack down on such issues.
He cited a Freedom of Information

SEE TIKI HUT, PAGE A3



TIKI HUT: Owner concerned about ordinance
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Act request he made to the
0OCSO0 showing that since
Jan. 1, 2007, sheriff’s dep-
uties had visited the bar
“for various reasons, but
primarily noise” 280 times,
admitting he had made
some of those calls himself,
Bennett said he saw an
article in The Journal
regarding Cain’s proposed
amendment to the coun-
ty’s noise ordinance and
admitted the club was con-
cerned about a negative
impact on its business.
“I've met with Gary on
several occasions, and I
said, ‘We want to be great
neighbors. I want us all to
get along, and since I'm
the new kid on the block, I
want to do everything that

I can to make this work for
both of us,” he said.
Administrator Scott
Moulder said at the June
16 meeting he did not
believe the intent of the
ordinance was to restrict
businesses such as The
Tiki Hut, but instead to al-
low for open-air concerts.
“It just depends on
where council wants to
fall,” he said. “If we just
want to provide an op-
portunity for music to be
heard, we can lessen this
down. If you want to try to
limit their ability to have
more than they should in a
year, we can tighten it up.”
Bennett said among the
stipulations that allowed
The Tiki Hut to renew
its license were that the
noise level would be no

more than 85 decibels

and that it would install
“sound-baffling materi-
als” underneath the stage.

In addition to the stipu-
lations, Bennett said the
club is putting up a sail
to cover the deck where
bands play and help con-
tain the noise.

“So it will resist the
sound from traveling all
over the place because
it will contain the whole
of the facility, where the
bands are,” he said.

Bennett said the bar is
having its employees un-
dergo training on proper
procedures for serving
alcohol responsibly, as .~ -
well as agreeing not to
have live entertainment
after midnight.

“So we put that on our-

L3
i

selves, and that was in the
stipulations,” he said.

Bennett said the club
typically has bands until
midnight on Fridays and
Saturdays and then “only
acoustic-type music” on
Sundays. He said the club
also has karaoke night
from 7-10 p.m. on Thurs-
days, which he described
as “low key.”

“So there’s not a lot of
problems here anymere,”
he said. “I understand
that (with) previous man-
agers it got a little bit out
of hand. That is not going
to happen.”

Bennett admitted even
as recently as Saturday,
rain had forced the sched-
uled band — the Derrick
Dorsey Band — to begin
its show a half-hour late.

.impacting business

“They are a very low-key
band,” he said. “They are
like a country band, very
well known in the area ..
and because they started
half an hour late, they

believe The Tiki Hut,
which has a capacity of
200 seats, can be con-
strued as having a concert
whenever a band per-
forms at the club.

thought they should playa -
half an hour later — which
was a big mistake, because
we had the Oconee sher-
iff’s office here at 12:30.”

“We’re just really con-
cerned that this is going
to negatively impact our
business,” he said. “This
is like a landmark here.

Bepnett said the club It’s a great place for tour-
was in the wrong and “the  ism to promote Seneca,
ball got dropped.” and I'd just feel horrible

“That will never happen  abhout this if it goes the
again,” he said. “I can wrong way.”

guarantee you that.”

Bennett said he doesn’t sbradley@upstatetoday.com | (864) 973-6685



