TeaPartycrowd rants

A handful raised their

against reassessmen_t‘ i

Councilman Wayn
Tyler Technologies for the mess

BY CARLOS GALARZA
THEICIRNAL

SENECA — Mare than 100 tax:
payers jammed intoa Tea Party
meeting Thursday to rant about
their reassessed property values.

They vented {rustrations, con-
cerns and outrage with what they
perceive to have been a botched
reassessment by Tyler Technolo-
gies Ine., the company Ocones.
County paid 1.8 million to do its
reappraisal of properties.

-Organizers of the Tea Party
event invited Councilman Wayne
McCall.

MeCall stood behiind a micro-
phoneat the Bounty Land Baptist
Fellowship Hall and-as advertised
— he bravely answered any and
all questions hurled at him,

A woman who lives in McCall's
Distriet 2 In the Walhalla area
said her mother fears losing her
home because of the higher prop-

e McCall blames

hands,
“How many had {ax
goup?” :
Almost every hand in
the room went.up.

'Eli.iw value assessed and higher tax In addressing the group,
]|I -

*I called Tvier for two weeks and
gol a busy signal," she said,

Another person got up and asked
whether there were grounds to file
a clags-action suit.

Aman said that according
to someone in T'yler’s office, he
would have tohire a real estate
agant.r.

Stan King had heard enough and
asked to speak.

“Spmething strikes me a little
sad,” he said. “Tt looks like the left
hand does not know what the right
isdoing Talking to Tyler several |
times, they don't seem to know
what they're doing.”

Moderator Randy Simpsorn
asked the crowd two simple gues-
tions,

ler employees Were
Eiﬁlrzasuri:?g fheir chicken
houses and pigpens. !
MeCall also cirenlated
a copy of an email sent by
Assassor Linda Shugart
| o Administrator Scott
Moulder on Sept. 20 indi-
cating the need of $38,000

TEA: "The county em

MeCall said people have
legitimate complaints.
MeCall said he knew
therewas trouble brewing
when he startéd getting
phong calls from people
earty in the reassessment
process, Callers were
complaining hecause
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"Ployees are not to blam
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er siaff
! “We have already been
inundated with work flow
beyond our clerical capac: |
ity,” Shugart wyute.
WeCall's advice to the
crowd was to appeal be-
fore the Dec. 9 deadline.
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“How many of you here had
taxes go down?"

SEE TEA, PAGE AS

' [ _He said gone were the

- days when taxpayers

| would get notices from

] the Assessar's Office that
included the warning

| — “If you appeal, you're

- taxes could go up.”
“The county employees

are not to blame,” McCall

e,” McCall said

said, “It's the pecple we
hired.” -

MeCall told people to
see Shugart or Moulder
if they think they did
not get a fair shake firom
Tyler.
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Top photo, a large crowd of frustrated taxpayers assemble at a Seneca

gainst Oconee’s reassessment

" | uestions abs from some of the more
: i abgut ment
E:?: ﬁﬂemm ﬂ:t:t jammed a Seneca Tea Party meeting at the

Bounty Land Baptist Fellowship Hall on Thursday. r L j




