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SENECA The water
nn Lake Keowee is much
“‘warmer than this time
last vear, but it still felt

_ frigid to the people partic-

ipating‘in the 6th-annual.

Freezin’ for,a Reason

Po]ar Bear Plunge.
Hosted bythe Séneca’

“Junior Woman’s Club,
. the event raised about

$5,000 for Safe Harbor -

‘from sponsors, jumpers

and a silent‘auction. Safe

~ Harbor is a shelter for-

vicetims of domestic abuse

. .’in Oconee County, -

- Business owner Laurie
Collins and her daughter,

;v #Courtney OCollins, have -
: Jomed in on the fundrais-

er for several years and
participated in Saturday’s
plunge as well.

“We were probably

~ lucky this year with the o

weather being so warm,
the water was a Httle bit

~warmer,too;,” Lafrie said.
S “But it still felt like jump-

ing into ice water,”
Agalways,the plunge
took place at the Lake

Keowee Lighthouse, Prior’

to the plunge everyone .

. gathered on the grounds
- at the lighthotse for some
" light activity to get the -
. blood moving. .- - :

Younger children_ :

" jumped in bournce hous-

es, older kids and adulis
played a few rouncls of

n’ for a Reason Polar Bear Plunge raised about $5,000

‘corh hole and eVery‘body

lanced at the cabana.”
Once they worked up -
enough bedy warmth and

. _courage, they jumped off

the dock in smali groups
-of no more than five folks
fat a time. Although the
cold: water may have

Jnocked the breath out of :
.the plungers; they knew

their efforts were for : a

. good cause.

. Safe Harbor’s Oconee
‘shelter provides an
emergency safe place for

" domestic violenee victims
. but also a safe place to

start a new life. With a .
vision of influencing a.
culture whereall people.

~are-safe and valued in

their relationships, the
shelter provides a contin-
uum of services for vie-
tims of domestic violence

and their children while

working to eliminaté the

cultural acceptance of do- -

mestic violence througha

"coordinated community
_response, prevention and

education.

. Safe Harbor's 16-bed
Oconee shelter opened
its doors for the first
time in Angust 2014 and
was full within 48 hours.’

" The shelter consistent-

ly operates at or near

capacity, highlighting the

great need for domestic

~ violence services and

prevention programs in
Oconee County. :
- In 2018, 1t provided shel-

" ter for 76 women and 67

children, It also provided

individual counseling

serv1ces transmonal

" hotising servicés.and
- prevention/education out-
reach throughout Oconee .
~ County, o

Safe Harbor program
director Julie Meredith

said events like the Polar -

Bear Plunge niot only help

to raise needed funds for

Safe Harbor’s mission,

‘but also help toraise com-
- munity awareness that -
- local support exists in the .

Oconee community for
survivors of domestic vio-

.- lence and their families.

“An awareness of re-
sources and hielp can be’

‘a key factor for victims

as they are making the
difficulf and courageous
decision to safely leave an
abusive relationship,” she
said. “We are so thankful
to our Oconee community
for their generous support

‘and fierce advocacy for

ensuring that victims of

- domestic violence have

the support they need.”
With nearly 30'spon-
sors, the Polar Bear

Plunge was a huge suc-
-cess, Safe Harbor direc¢- -

tor of development and

‘communications Amanda
- Manly-said the nonprofit’s -

staff and volunteers are’
so grateful to the Seneca-
Junior Woman’s Club for
- continuing its amazing
support, and to all of the
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fngld water of Lake Keowee on Saturday to beneflt Safe Harbor, I-losted by the Seneca Junior

brave souls who jumped

_in the lakefor Safe I—Iar-

bor, -

“The funds ralsed by
the Polar Bear Plunge
help ensure that Safe Har-
bot can continue to carry

. out its mission in Oconee

County, providing crisis.
services fo victims of do--
mestic violence and their

“:children, and working ‘
on prevention 1n1t;at1ves o
- to make our community

a safer place to live,” she_
said.
Seneca Junior Wom-

" an’'s Club is a member of. -

the General Federatlon

" of Womety’s Clubs, Nine'

active juniol clubs across

. South Carolina come to- -

gether to honot the motto
of “Unity in Diversity” -
by dedicating time to

" community improvement

through activities, proj--
ects or fundraising.

“Our mission is to
enhance the lives of
others through volunteer‘ .
service,” Seneca Junior
Woman'’s Club president
‘Jennifer Tonkin said,

“We continue to support’
Safe Harbor because the
issue of domestic violence
continues. Safe Harbor
depends on the generosity
of people and organiza-’
tions like us, Without the
support of the commu-
hity, programs like this
would not exist.”
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