T]? Bank committed Thursday
to being Artisphere’s presenting
sSponsor through 2014, continuing

‘the corporate support begun in

2005 by Carolina First Bank,

:Vh.l‘:h TD Bank acquired i year
20.

Artisphere, the annial three-
day visual arts festival, draws
tens of thousands of people to
duwnmw:{ Greenville to shop for
art and enjoy music, food and otly-
erarg:raﬂhﬂus.

“Supporting the community
where we live and work has long

one of TD Bank's core val.
-ues,” gaid David Lominack, mar.
ket president for T Bank. “We
are proud to play & part in this
ETeal event that puts oor ity in
the national arts spotlight. "

_ Kerry Murphy, Artisphere’s
Executive director, said that hav.
ing the festival’s top sponsar in
Place for the next thie VOArs ep-

|Sures the event's stability “ang
g{;&bﬂﬁgﬁhqﬁ;ﬁ:g to leverage

Erants and cg
et Irporate sup-
"It gives us the ability to 5
proach other s naurs,”tgiurplﬁ;
 Said. "“TDY Bank's commitment
carries a lot of weight, [t certain-
Iy solidifies the plan for the fu-
fure as far ag the sustainability
and feasibility of the festival
Bank officials declined to
‘butaprice tag to its commitment
but said support had increased by
-15 percent from Carolina First’s
annual  sponsorship. Carolina
First had provided its sponsor-
shlp_ sinee 2005 on g year-to-year
basis while TD Bank upped its
committed to three years,
. "We felt that if we could make
the commitment fop the next
three years, the festival could go
to the next level, top,* Lominack
said. “We as a bank truly feel that
1t i3 our obligation and responsi-
bility to support these kinds of
events tl;at are important to gur
community.”
TD Bank, known as “Ameri-
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ca's most convepient
bank,"” is one of the 10 larg-
et banks in the 1.5, with
more than 7.4 million cus-
fomers.

Lominack said the festi-
val contributes significant-
ly to Greenville's quality of
life and economic vitality,

“The people who come
from out of town to visit the
featival often stay down-
fown, eat downtown and
shop downtown,” he said.

“The festival is such a
critical economic develop-
ment compongnt. When
companies are looking to
Greenville to  relocate,
theseare the kind of things

they look at. Festivals of
this caliber attract people
to the area.”

Some Artisphere pro-
ceeds benefit local arts
groups. That makes the
festival unique in the na-
tion, Murphy said. She an-
nounced Thursday al a

5 conference that

05,000 had been donated
to local arts groups by the
festival since 2005

"This festival, just like
Fall for Greenville, is one
of the things that makes
Greenville truly special,”
Mayor Knox White said.

The eight annual Ar-
I:ilsphere takes place May

11-13.

Henry Horowitz, Artis-
phere's founder and presi-
dent emeritus, said that
planning for the annual fes-

tival began almost 10 years
ago when White contacted
him and said, “T think we
need a world-class arts fes-
tivalin Greenyille,"

Horowitz said the fest-
val "has provided & very
large economic benefit for
the entire Upstate.”

Alan Ethridge, the exec-
utive director of the Metro-
palitan Arts Council and an
Artisphere board member,
said the festival "has had a.
profoundimpact on Green-
ville.”

"Attendees are able to
experience the best that
Greenville has to offer in
both the visual and the per-
forming arts, and the many
exhibits and performances
create awareness of the
city's outstanding cultural
resources,” hesaid.



