Stubborn drought will stick

Recent storms not enough to cha;nge status
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Desplte recent showers and storms
during much of December, Western
North Carolina and much of the South’s
severe drought still lingers and meteorol-
ogists say there won't be any relief soon.

A large portion of the state remains in
some category of drought with most west-
ern courities considered to be in a severe
_ or extreme drought, accordmg tothe N.C.
Drought Monitor.

The center’s weekly monitor, released -

Thursday; describes some improvement
due to recent rains, but its map shows the
central and western part of the state stub-
- bornly covered “in- oranges, reds and
browns, which is bad news for the region.

Recent rainfall - nearly 2 inches for the
first three weeks of December and 1.54
inches at the end of November - has cer-
tainly helped with the severity of drought
conditions, but “it"s taken months to get to
where we are now, and unfortunately, it's
going to take more than a couple of pre-
cipitation: events to get us out of this
drought,” said Rebecca Ward a state cli-
matologist,

Drought first emerged in March and
intenisified through the spring, summer
and fall. Most of the region received half
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around

the drotight,” Ward said.
Waeather outlook

the usual ramfa]l during the past six

months, according to data from the Na- -

tional Weather Service.

"The Asheville Regional A1rport hadab-:
served 33.03 inches of rain from Jan. 1 to
Dec. 17,-which is about 1 mches below
normal,

_ Combmed with a lack of ramfall sum— '
mer and fall temperatures soared above: s
- lack of grass due to dry conditions caus-

average in Asheville. :

Scientist recorded June, J uly and Au-
gust as the city’s hottest summer on rec-
ord, with data going back to 1902, accord-
ing to Jake Crouch, an Asheville Nat1onal
Centers for Environmental Informatlon
climate scientist. :

_The average temperature during those” ‘p

three- months reached 757 degrees,
Crouch said. “That surpassed the average
from 1981 through 2010 by 3.3 degrees.”

Although, Asheville’s weather station
at the Asheville Regional Airport record-

- el ahigher average summer temperature- :
~-drought conditions,

of 77.3 degrees, he said.

‘Monthly  average temperatures re- -

corded at the Asheville Regional Airport

have not been below normal since prioifo -

Feb. 16, according to data from the Ra-

_ leigh-based state Climate Office of North
-Carolina.

From Jan. 16 through Feb. 16, the aver-

_age daily temperature was 34_2 degrees

jFahrenhelt orl6 degrees below normal.

- Since then, through Nov. 30, the depar-

'ture from the average norm has ranged

from .2 degrees to 6 3 degrees hotter.

.Drought impacts

Due to the Worsemng drought over tho
past six months, farmers and firefighter's
in the region have seen several impacts.

Several area farmers have reported a

ing animals to be fed hay soonér than ex-

‘pected, which adds to farm costs.

" Farmers have also had to reduce herd
numbers in hopes of hang enoughhay to

ort,
Dozens of wﬂdflres burned more than

70,000 acres across the region in the Nan-
tahala National Forest starting in late Oc-;
_tober, in Chimney Rock State Park near-
Lake Lure, and inthe Great Smoky Moun--

taing National Park, fueled by: extreme

* - from bare pastures toa hlstorlc wildfire :
~Sea80IL.:

getthem through the winter, according to
" a November state weather and crops re-

But side effects of tbe droughtdldn’t |

stop with agriculture and fires.

“We've received réports that leaf col-
ors were muted in-spme places during the
fall, and multiple pubhc water supply sys-
tems throughout the fitountains.and west-

_ern Piedmont have enteéred voluntary or

mandatory water'use' restrictions due to

“For conditions to really start improv-"*
mg, we’d need to see more of the slow, "
- soakmg precipitation evénts, like what‘ ol

iter,” Ward said.

also.won’t help.

've recently experlenoed throughout e

ik

B Typlcally, winter is a time for water in- j10
-surface reservoirs, soil moisture, ground-,"
‘water, and streams and riversto recharge”™

| since there’s not as much of -demand for
‘water across the state, she said. SR
A climatologist in Alabama says the re-..;.”

- glon needs an additional 10 inches in the «.
next few weeks, but too much too fast i

With some of the recent ‘thunder-

storms, “quite a bit of it was heavy so
ther,"e ‘was d'tremendous amount of run-
. Off,” said John Christie, Alabama’s state .

r ' cllmatologlst “It “just came too. fast to

soakm A

e

b I-Iowaver the NOAA weather outlook

is calling for below normal precipitation”:”
combined with above normal temper-..

atures this winter, which is typical of a La -« "

Nina weather system
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“There’s a very real possibility the"
drought could stick around for moghs to "

‘come,” Ward said. “Even if we did : see a !

return tomore normal, or even above-nor- -
mal, precipitation, it's important fo- re-- '
member that drought is more than Just

dry weather ...”



