MK jobsadded | Strong

in February

By Christopher 5.
Rugaber
The Associgted Preid

WASHINGTON — The
United  States  added
227,000 jobs in February,
the latest display of the
breadth and strengthof the
economic Tecovery, The
country has put together
the most impressive three
months of job growth since
before the Greal Reces-
sion.

The unemployment rate
staved at 83 percent. It
was the first Hme in six
months it didn't fall, and
that was because & half-
million Americans started
looking for work. In the
past two months, almost a
million have started look-
ng.
“I have more opti-
mism,” said Freds Bratch-
er, 54, who had worked asa
substance abuse counselor
but has been unemployed
16 months. She had stopped
searching, but showed up
Friday at a Miami career
center after some of her
friends landed jobs.

"There's something out
there for me,” she said,
“And if other people are
getting hired, then why not
me?"”

The Labor Department,
in its monthly jobs report,
said Friday that Decamber
and January, already two
of the best months far jobs
since the recession, were
even stronger than first es-
timated.

January job growth was
revised higher by 41,000 to
284,000. December job
growth was raigsed by
20,000 to 223,000, The over-
all job growth for Febru-
ary of 227,000 beat econo-
mists’ estimate of 210,000.

“It’'s a very strong re-
port,” said Bob Baur, chief
global economist at Princi-
pal Global Investors, an as-
set management company.
“T could hardly find any-
thing not to like in it.*

Since the beginning of
December, the country has
added 734,000 jobs. The
only three-month stretch
that was better since the
recession ended was
March through May 2010,

See HIRING, Page 3A

3 months

of hiring

in US
HIKING

Continued from Page 1A

when the government was
hiring tens of thousands of
temporary workers for the
census.

Before that, the last
stretch that was better was
February through® April
2006. A three-month gain
of 734,000 is roughly what
the country was achieving
in the late 1990s, although
it is less impressive now
because the country holds
about 40 million more peo-
ple.

Stocks rose after the re-
port came out, though they
lost most of their gains lat-
er in the day. The Dow
Jones industrial average
closed up 14 points at
12,922, Last week, it closed
above 13,000 for the first
time since May 2008, four
months before the finan-
cial crisis.

The improving jobs pic-
ture figures to improve the
re-election chances for
President Barack Obama
and to complicate the polit-
jcal strategy for the Re-
publicans competing for
the right fo replace him.

Obama on Friday visit-
ed a manufacturing plant
run by Rolls-Royce, a mak-
er of aircraft engines, in
Virginia, & state expected
to be closely contested in
November. He told work-
ers there that American
manufacturing is adding
jobs For the first time since
the 1990z,

“The economy is get-
ting stronger” the presi-
dent said. “When I come to
places like this and 1 see

the work that's belng done,
it gives me confidence
there are better days
ahead. 1 would bet on
American workers and
American know-how any
day of the week,”

Mitt Romney, the leader
in delegates among Oba-
ma's would-be challengers,
did not directly address
the fresh economic data at
a stop in Mississippi, but
he criticized Obama for
failing to bring the unem-
ployment rate below 8 per-
cent,

The unemployment rate
has remained above 8 per-
cent since February 2009,
a month after Obama’s in-
auguration, a point regu-
larly hammered by Rom-
pey. But as more jobs are
created, it is increasingly
likely that the rate will fall
below 8 percent by Elec-
tion Day.

Matt MeDonald, & pari-
ner at Hamilton Place
Strategies and former
Bush White House official,
calculates that the econo-
my needs to add about
185,000 jobs.per month to
get to that point.

“It will be a photo finish
to get below 8,” he said.

Hiring in February was
broad-based and improved
in both high-paying and
low-paying industries. The
industries of manufactur-
ing, professional services
and health care all added
jobs.

And government — fed-
eral, state and local — cut
only 6,000 jobs in February
and a revised 1,000 in Janu-
ary. Last year, government
cut an average of 22,000
jobs @ month, taking some
of the economic punch out

of job creation in the pri-
vate secton

The small government
losses meant the private
gector added 233,000 jobs
in February.

I[n al), 1421 million
Americans reported that
they had a job in February,
the highest since January
2009, during the depths of
the recession. The low was
138 million, in December
2008,

The government uses a
survey of mostly large
businesses and govern-
ment agencies fto deter-
mine how many jobs are
added or lost each month,
That is the survey that pro-
duced the 227,000 number.
But the payroll survey
tends to undercount small
businesses and does not
count the self-employed.

It uses 4 separate sur-
vey of American house-
holds to calculate the un-
employment rate. That
survey picks up hiring by
companies of all sizes, in-
cluding small businesses,
companies being started,
farm workers and the self-
employed.

The household survey
found that 428,000 more
Americans reported hav-
ing & job in February.

When the ecepomy is
improving, many econo-
mists say, the household
survey does the better job
of picking it up because it
detects small business hir-

ing.

Over the past three
months, the household sur-
vey has shown that the
number of employed peo-
ple has risen by 145 mil-
lion, the biggest three-
month gain since 2000,



