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That’s how Joh ny oo

B 11 was ready .
o expand its activities, |
the storytellmg fostival ..
: seemed a natural addi-
_t on.. T
g Admiseion is free, but
“there’s a §5 parking fee. 1
"Storytellers from all over
' thejSOutheast will pers
format Hagood Mill. from
108 in.-4 p.n. Saturday, -
: Besides being the-co- -
erdina,tor of the festiyal;
"“Fowler'is also considered. .

+ Hagood Mill's resident'sto-

yteller. He's been steeped

take it to the 1iving room. L

Fowler said. “So1 grew up - '
-Jistehing totheir gtories

and their music.”

ed playing. -~
some 1nstru

is‘own:
-of storytell

Fowler CingHe began
“performing -
-back m the mid-1980s.a1

- “schoals, then hé: expandedr!

"to festwals, olleges and
private evernits. :

usually attend Hagood

* MilY's Storytelling Fest1-
val, Some folks will listen -

‘fo'a few stories and then -
tour the historical site,

‘ - while others willsitand . -
B ,storytellmg, somethmg

‘stay for the whole day. -
Teatured storytellers
'include award-winning -

: . gtoryteller Michael Reno
Harrell Kathy Gordon of -

a

_in storytelling siicehe ' 3

wasa child,learning the :
-art atthe feet of his grand
mothérs, .-
“I was. raised in the Ap

'palachian tradition; Both -

of my grandmothers. were.
from the Appalachian ’

hills — one was from Ten-

‘nessee and one was from -
western North Carolina,”_f

, Ashegrew
b older, hie start-

1
Fowler has attended

far away as Germany and

.
'Mccloud of Columb1a

the National Storytelling

- Festival several times. -

The event takesplacein
Jonesborough, Tent., '

- which has-;af.p‘epulation of. -
‘about 4,000 to:5,000. But -

duringthe fest.wal the-
town fills with 15,000,
“ “People comé@fromas ~

New Yealand,” he: said,

HPhey: spread it ouit: tnder

gaven circus tents. One

: +  tent can‘hold about 1,000
About 300 to 500 people

people, and edch tent canl’

be'so fiill you can’'t get an-
other person in. So people
will be standing out31de to

‘{isten

\

Fowler thinks there s
something magical about

captivating,

“Most people 11ke that
persenal element,” he -
"said. “They like the idéa’

HagOOd

i]l

that somebody sl_lared

" their story.”

Sometimes these stories
even change people’s lives.
Storytellers usually draw
on their own experiences

- and talk about lessons.

they velearned in hu- -

‘mMarots or poxgnant ways.

- §oras audienes members -
identify with thie storles _
“the tales shed hght on’
“their own lives,

- People tell stor1es every
day - to their sisters, -
1o thelr kids; to theit co-
WOrkers L-it’s amain av-
enue for communication:
It’s part of how people :
connect with each other

And often, one story stirs

up another. =~
“It’s part folksy, part

"+ gpeial and part magical,” 4 -
. Fowler said; “Peoplé are -
generally Just 1nterested ‘

in peeple
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