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Markets up 6 days in a row
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Traders work onthe floorofthe New?nrksm:kmhanga. where Mdmcesmsefnr
the sixth consecutive trading session.

Stocks up modestly
on mixed reports

UPS forecast cheered investors
alter surprisingly bad jobs report

By Tim Paradis
ThE AssociaTED Press

NEW YORK — AI% e
couraging earnings fore-
cast from UPS and stron-
ger manufacturing fig-
ures gave the stock mar-
ket its sixth straight
advance.

The gains Thursday
were modest following a
surprise increase in the
number of newly laid off
people seeking unem-
ployment benefits.

Analysts said a slow-
down in the market's up-
ward push was overdue.
The Dow Jones industri-
al average rose 21 points
after racing up nearly 104
on Wednesday,

The technology-dom-
inated Nasdaq posted

the biggest rise of major

indexes ahead of earn-
ings from Google Inc.
lireporied afler the clos-
mgaeﬂ thatg;ﬂqum-ter
ol Tose pemaut.
Ef the stock fell 4
cent in electronic
on concerns the com-
pany wasn't holding
down costs.
Nasdag 100 index fu-
tures slipped 0.1 percent

‘after Google's report.

The forecast from UPS

. raised hopes that the
emnomy is strengthen-
ing. The eompan}rraisad
its full-vear I
get because o SH‘OII:EEI
international deliveri
As the world's Iargeat
shipping company,
UPS's results are seen as

an early indicator of over-
all business activity.

The UPS numbers and
improved manufacturing
reports from the Federal
Reserve helped to offset
some of the concern
about the jobs figures.

Ll o B
ment reported that
claims for unemploy-
ment benefits rose unex
pectedly for a second
straight week. First-ime
claims for jobless bene-
fits rose by 24,000 to
484,000 last week, the
IF‘I'Jghest level since late

ebruary, Economists
polled by Thomson Reu-
ters forecast a drop. The
Easter holiday

tar- have skewed the num-

bers, analysts said.
Falling stocks narrow-
lv outhumbered those
that rose on the New
York Stock Exchange




