STILL BURNING
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The blaze at Pinnacle Mountain at Table Rock State Park in Pickens County covered 2,3 12 acres and was 25 percent
contained on Monday, according to officials. : eyt
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PICKENS — Officials
reported gains in their
efforts to put out the mas-
sive wildfire at Pinnacle
Mountain at Table Rock
State Park over the week-
end, but air quality across
- the area was arguably at
its worst Monday after
close to a week of effects
~ from numerous fires
across the region.

As of Monday morning,
the South Carolina For-
estry Commission report-
ed the Pickens County fire
was at 2,312 acres and was
25 percent contained. A
light, but steady, rain on
Sunday helped the cause,
as more containment
lines were dug, and door-
to-door assessments of
structures in the path of
the blaze took place.

“We made good progress

~ About 140 personnel
‘were working the fi

- merous agencies h

we will feel more confi-
dent that these fire 1i
will hold.” i
Recommended evacua-
tions immediately sou
and southwest of the
mountain announced &
urday were later repealed,
and sprinkler systems
have also been insta
near the Table Rock Re
ervoir to help hold ir
in that area.

Monday, with Ocone:
Pickens fire depa
and Clemson Univers
personnel among the

to battle the blaze.

And with light
providing no relief
the smoke, the Nat
Weather Service issu
air quality alert Monday
that’s in effect until 7 p.m.
tonight for northwestern
South Carolina, no:

constructing fire lines,” Georgia, western No
said Mike Bozzo, the inci-  Carolina and eastern
dent commander with the = Tennessee. i Continued water drops, coupled with a light, steady rain
SCFC. “After we are able DHEC released a state- on Sunday, have slowed the spread of the wildfire that
to strengthen these lines ‘ has consumed more than 2,000 acres at Pinnacle Moun-
with burnout operations, SEE BURNING, PAGE A5 tain at Table Rock State Park in Pickens.
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