storms across the nation
and are when the most
deaths and injuries from
Emmg are reported. It's
the time of year when
many people era?r getting
putside and on the water.
Boaters are at high risk
from lightning because
ghey_ﬁrenft&ntheta]lestub
ject in a large, open space,
“f you see it coming
your way, don't wait and
see what happens,” said
Cpl. Jon Anders, a law en-
forcement officer with the
South Carolina Depart-
ment of Natural Resources
and a certified boating safe-
ty instructor.
“You better start going
¢lose to where you put in at

which can swamp or éven
capsize small watercraft,

and lightning, he said.”

According to NWS statis-
tics, three people in South
Carolina have been struck
and killed by lightning
10 years. Most recently a
19year-old man was killed
in Columbia in July 2008

while riding a personal wa-

tercraft, :

“The people in the most
danger of being struck by
lightning are fishermen
holding up fishing rods,”
Anders said.

5o stow the rods at the
first sign of a storm. And al-
ways put on a lifejacket.

“That's really a no-brain-
er,” Anders said.

“If you see a storm comx

BO AP’[‘S soyou can get offthe water ing and the water’s getting
if vou have to.” rough, even if you know

The biggest boating how to swim, put the life-

FROM PAGE 1D risks in a storm are rough jacket on because boats
water from the high winds, can capsize,” he said, or

you can be thrown from the
boat by a collision, rough
waters or even a lightning
strike:

If you cant reach the
landing to get yourself and
your boat out of the water
in the face of a storm, An-
ders said seeking shelter
under a bridge could pro-
vide some protection. Or,
find a sandy beach to tieup
your boat and head for
land.

The U.S. Forest Service
recommends getting at
least 100 yards away from
the shore in that case.

Asalastresort, the NWS
recommends boaters drop
anchor and crouch downin
the center of the boat, stay-
ing as low as possible with-
out touching any metal.
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