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_ Besides the GDP move
mto positive territory, the

state’s unemployment rate |
of 9.8 percent in April has| a4

dropped and is beginning
to converge with the 115
rate, at 9.1 percent in May,
“For more than three
years,” he said, “there was
a wide gap between the
state and national rates.
The gap is narrowing.”
tnrl;rug]}]ihy Hitt, state secre
y of commerce, agreed.
“Hiring has picked up. The
recriiters are ing us
they're hiring college grard-
uates at a higher rate than
in the past couple of years,
That's a telling sign.”
While some companies
remain skeptical of the re-
covery and how fast they
should hire, they are begin-

“Prior to the recession,
business location and ex-
pansion decisions Were

said, adding South Caroli- |
na's employment growth is |
faster than in much of the

on.
“We're all seeing some
good signs, but they don't |
seem as pood as they

E.'I's‘" he smd.
shortterm consideration

driven by the
I iy of illed work

“Today, that is far less a

£

should be,” he said.

South Carolina histori-

cally has had a heavy re-
liance on manufacturing.
After decades of transition

from olddine textile and ap-

manufacturing . 1o
igher-tech textiles and du-
rable goods, the end of the
switch seems to be closer,
Yandle said.

“It is not past, but it is
passing,” he said. “We have
counties without much in-
dustrial base” and many
residents there may not be
able to move to find a job.
Also, many workers are ed-

and fix rates and concern
about future fax 1_nmzasea
due to high pension Costs
and other factors dominate
business decisions to relo-

cate.
“Sp states that emerge

from this recession with a.

solid fiscal climate will tend
to outperform those with
uncertain balance sheets.”

Other than manufactur-
ing, South Carolina's hotin-
dustrial sectors include
professional and business



