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By Tonya Maxwell
Staff Writer

tmaxwell@greenw?lenews com

Law officers w1th the state
Department - of -Natural - Re-
- sources would like to return
.buoys they confiscated months
ago from the mouths of Lake
Keowee coves and at the end of
docks, .

But ‘the ‘owners of those
buoys, each taller than a fire hy-
drant, have little intention of re-
clalmmg them,

About 50 residents gathered

* Thursday at a Friends of the
Lake Keowee Society teeting
to listen as DNR officials ex-

* plained safety issues Surround-
ing the illegally placed buoys,

and there DNR LY Donnie

- Pritcher tried to coax residents
~ into retrieving the markers.

“Id like to ask if anyone. -

wants their: buoy back d Pntch—
er asked, "

“What are we gomg to do
with them?” one. resident called
out, dliciting’ chuckles from the
audlenc :

,-to place naviga- -

“tion aids in  the watet. But many

_ of the buioys have bean on Lake

Keowee - -waters for ‘years,

placed by residents who said

_ the markers were effective at

keeping boat and jet skis a safe

distance from docks and people
in the water,

South Carolina law’ requlres

watercrafts to be 50 feet from

' structures and swimmers. But

. speeding- boafs and personal

watercraft often come well in- °

side that limit, creatmg walkes

~ dangerous to children in the wa-

ter' or capablé of damaging

docks, said Lake Keowee resi- '

dent Dorina Furnari..

“The thmg is the buoys were
‘working,” she.said.. “It’s like a
security camera without you
having to.be there,” .

The two buoys floating at the
end of her small cove deterred

-speeding boats, she said. Since
they’ve been removed boating.
traffic has increased and i is of-
ten too fast, too close and too
dangerous.

Terixrnd _ 1

| ergy facility, though Lake Keo—

" er end of the lake.
. cial buoys, he said, all placed by

~ property or erosion, he said.
‘utive ditector of the Friends of ¥ i

" Lake - Keowee - Society,- When

_ Mont 5! ago, OffICIBlS started

agreéﬂlenf WIth

- perhaps involving the smallerr ,

* stretehied thin— seVet

moved, the Republican sehator

- dozen <alls from constituents,
.DNR  officials -initially- told

lt was arypically unprofes—
sional for the state agency and
-smacked of retrtbutJ@q,Jthaﬁe~
pubhcan senator; said. " -

The DNR has. smce backed :
off that position. . )
. -1 Of the 50 confiscated buoys
" three have been reclaimed by

res1dents said ‘Pritchet: On.a

' arety — and 1 MEgaNyY™""' screen behmd him was a photo
1 Eéii' buoys have become a : -of buoys jammed together in &
'gra(l)blem on lakes throughout  trailer, looking heavy. and use-

lina, Pritcher, w1th less.
%ﬁgﬂla%{egforcement told res- Pritcher twice tried.to orga-

Duke Worldof En-  nize a return of the remainder
idents at the during the meeting, asking who
might want, a retinn.’ Twice he -
was greeted w1th 1o takers

=T T

e
wee hlas among the hlghest
numbers. Officers have so. far -
collected about 50.from the low— :

The-lake has about 106 fol-

the DNR witha markmg system

. that can indicate no-wake zones -
near swimming areas or fueling
facilities. The agency does not -
zone for protection of personal

Some of ‘the private bueys
have been on the lake so long
that they predated homeowners -
and have been logged on official
.maps, said Ben Taretzky, exéc:

DNR ' officials ‘removed them .
without Warmng, remdente
were perplexed. .. Rt

~ “People aren’t puttmg them , :
up to-say ‘Keep out.of my back- C
yard * he said. “People are us- . :
ing them to stop boatlng inan ' s
unsafe manner that is contrary’ : .o

to the law.” ) , _

Turetzky said he hopes a o R 3

compromise can - be reached, - T ‘
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Jocasseé, Hartwell and Keowee
waters — and officials s1rnp1y
can’t be everywhere

‘Also in attendance was the
district’s state senator, Tom Al-
exander, who said he intends to .
sit down with the agency and: . .
other stakeholders tofind a bal-
ance that encourages'safety andf;
is manageable for the DNR. -+

‘After the buoys were re-

“said he received ‘more ‘than' a

them they could:have their =~

buoys back, but they would be
fined when they plcked them- :
up. R RS PROVIDED
- R B Prlvately owned Lake Keowee buoys have been conflscated by the e :
Department of Natural Resources. R .




