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- WALHALLA — To-

tal government reve- -

nues in Oconee Coun- . .

ty, including money
taken in by the School * .
District of Oconee
County and the coun-
t¥’s municipalities,

in fiscal year 2014 to
eclipse FY 2013 reve-,
nues by 10.3 perceht, .
the South Carolina

this:week shows.. .
Ona positive note,

the spike in revenues: -

51gnals the local écon’
omy is. contmulng to _
plck upsteaim, :

However, on thé other )

s1de of the ledger, the.- -
state’s ﬁnance report
revealeda sobering
remindet that seem-

ernment spendingis-

;alive and well, even in -

la conservative bastion .
|11ke Oconee County
The trend of rising

revenues is very much

itied toa surging econ-
omy. -

- Inapresentation ] he
|made to leaders of the
'husiness community
during the annual
‘meetingof the Oconee
Economic Alliance
earlier this month,
'OEA executlve direc-

. people leavmg the’
Tocal Government Fi- .-
nance Report released

. you dont see-acrgss .

tor thhard Blackwell

“delivered an upbeat .

assessment of Y 2{)14

" wihich ended J e’

- 80, 2015 - that ig ot -

~incladed in the state s
. finance report. ..

“Bankmg and real‘,_
estate arein a good

. pos1tton andallthe "
economic 1nd1_cators o

across Oconee’s foot::
print<(shows) thmgs i
_are looking good,”

- Blackwell told. the

‘ gathermg “We have
3 o . Inore people worklng
topped $227.4 million -

il Oconee’ County than
ever before; =~
- The natmnal medic
wants to talk: about

workforce Uném-.,

5 ployment in Oconee
“igoing down, labor-
~participationis folng

1 Thatls something

':_ {es ran vip atab of more

" than $245.5° million-« -

CinFY 2014, accordmg
. tothe state report’s:
1ng1y out-of-control gov- -

bottom 11ne on, total

expend1tures Spending

topped revenues in FY

* %014 by $18:2 million, *
‘continuingatrehd " |
“that began in FY 2011
in which expenditures
- - have exceeded.reve-
- nues, accordlng te the

report
The rate of spending
inFY 2014 surpassed

- - FY 2013 expenditures-
‘'of $211.6 million by 161
: percent

' "SEE OCONEE, PAGE A1

‘Bankmg and real estate arein a
good position, and all the economic -
indicators across Oconee’s footpnnt
(shows) things are looklng good

Illchard Blackwell

Arrinnn aramnie dovaleniment dirscbar

"million t‘rotn property tax-

FiieM:‘ﬁA'GE‘ﬁt -

g at a six-year com-

te of 3.2 percent, -.
ate of spending over. the
eriod is 4. B percent the

es, topped $153.4 million, .
Wthh made up the lion’s .
shate of total revenues -
collected in Oconee during

) FY 2014. Oconee received
an addltitmal $58.1 million -

from state sources, and
$13.7 million from the fed
eral government .
~The cost of adminlstration
in all levels of local govern:
ment accounted for $64.8 mil-’

 lion of total expenditures in -

FY 2014. Close behind in the
spendlng column was $62. 8
million that went toward
instruction.. -

Spending on the purchase of
1and and facility construction
topped $37.6 million, which is
189.% percent more than the
$13 mnillion spent the prev1ous
year. That partlcular line
1tem has\}been growmg ata

b3

_._percent
~ By compar n
S en essent1a1
- ‘been growin
. compound rate

. $2’? 5 milli

. at the revenue
"+ higtory of all 46 cotinties in

~ sixiyear com St

six years, an

“The 292-pag

the state. Aside from looking
at the compined numbers, .- -
within each-county, the .~

" report also separates the

performances of county .,
governments, the school
districts and cities.’

The School District of
Oconee County had total .

" vevenues in FY 2014 of

$149.6 million, while county =
‘government took in $60. 9
million. The school district’
spent $156.9 million, wh1ch
exceeded revenues by $7:3
million; and the county .

~ gpent a little more than $70
million — $9.1 milliot: more
than revenues,

The school district clearly

led the way in the purchase- ‘of 1
land and facility-construction -

© withrg2s mllhon dmexpen-. t

of

dltures —an 1ncrease*

almost 19 percent over what
“Wwas spént the previous year, |
,Baglier this'year, the school
dlstrlct inaugurated a new
alhalla High School campus
at }1 costof approx1mately $55
illion. ..
or the past seven ﬁscal
g, the school district has
jehit, on average, $15.7 mil-
"“Tion on land purchases and
fac1ltty construction. - -
. By comparison, the county
t spent '$8.4 million in FY 2014
‘in this same line item and
- has averaged $2.1 ‘million i 1n‘
._-such expendttures over-the
past seven years, Recently; |
. Ocoriee spent more than §9 |
“iiillion on its Sewer South
‘project to connect the ‘Gold-
cen Corner Commerce: Park
. with sewer, IR LL
: Oconee County munlclpal
! ities had a conibined total
revenue of $16.8 million
and total expenditures of -
‘$18.5 million. These figures
don’t include the townof
Salem, which has not made
-available data to the state in
recent years
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