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South Carolina appears to be on a
roll as unemployment numbers in

April dropped and job creation num-
bers increased. :

interviewing |

The state reported an April jobless
rate of 9.8 percent, reflecting four
months of decline that is one of the
fastest drops in the Southeast. The
rate has dropped 1.1 percent from De-
cember 2010 and 2 percent since

Although Greenvilie County’s rate
ticked up to 7.8 percent in April from
7.7 percent the month before, if re-

ported the fourth-lowest jobless rate

in the state. Pickens County’s rate
dipped slightly to 8 percent from 8.1
percent.

Marion County has the highest job-
less rate at 18.7 percent. Lexington
County has the lowest at 7.3 percent.

“T am encouraged that the South
Carolina employment landscape ap-
pears to have turned the corner.” said
John Finan, executive director of the
Department of Employment and
Workforce, .

Employers created 11,700 new non-
agricultural jobs in April, though the
numbers aren’t seasonally adjusted,
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Unemployment
results mixed

Four counties experienced
a decrease, four an increase
and two remain steady.
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County

Union 153 155
Cherokee 127 127
Abbeville 111 114
Greenwood 10,8 107
State 58 99

Laurens 9.7 96
Spartanburg 9.6 9.5
Oconee 95 97
Anderson 8.0 9,
Pickens 80 81
Greenville 78 7.7
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ican Source employees work in the company's Greenville office. The county’s unem-
iloyment rate increased to 7.8 percent in April, still the fourth-lowest rate in the state.

JOBS

FROM PAGE 1A

were leisure/hospitality at
6,600, retail trade at 2,100
and manufacturing at
1,600. The state’s labor
force expanded to 2.2 mil-
lion.

When the numbers are
seasonally adjusted, South
Carolina had a decrease in
employment of 3,800,
according to the U.S. Bu-
reau of Labor Statistics.
Seasonal adjustment of ent
ployment means that nor-
mal seasonal fluctuations
are smoothed out.

“Normally, we add a cer-
tain number of jobs in the
month of April,” said Mark
Vitmer, senior economist
with Wells Fargo Economtr
ics Group. “We didn't make
as many jobs last month.”

That decline in seasonal-
Iy adjusted jobs doesn't
mean the economy is falter-
ing, he said, and the frend
is encouraging.

Vitner said the econo-
mies of Greenville and
Charleston are leading the
rest of the state in recovery
and are among the strong-
est local economies in the
nation,

Eight states posted job-
less rates above South Car-
olina’s in April = Nevada,
125 percent; California,
11.9 percent; Rhode Island,
10.9 percent; Florida, 10.8
percent; Mississippi, 10.4
percent; Michigan, 10.2
percent; Kentucky, 10 per-
cent; and Georgia, 9.9 per-
cent, The national rate for
the month was 9 percent.

Job growth continues to
lag in many urban com-
munities, the president of
the National Urban League
said.

Marc Morial, speaking
in Greenville this week,
said the nation’s jobless
rate is at “unacceptable lev-
els” and is "much higher in
black and brown commun-
ities” and urban locations.

“Our goal when it comes
to jobs is that every Amer-
ican has access to a good

job that pays a decent wage
with good benefits” he
said,

South Carolina mamifac-
turers should continue to
add jobs in the months

- ahead, ifa prediction by the
S ATI

Man
rings true. The trade group
said mamifacturing pro-
duction should outpace the
overall economy with 6.2
percent growth in 2011 and
4.2 percent growth in 2012,
It forecasts the sector will
add 288,000 jobs in 2011
and 374,000 jobs in 2012.
The Department of Em-
ployment and Workforce
said that other trends show
the economy recovering,
Average weekly initial
claims for state unemploy-
ment benefits dropped to
pre-recession levels from a
high of 8,637 in 2008.
Currently, initial claims
are averaging about 3,700,
Also, the average weekly
payment for sihte jobless
benefits declined 1o a little
less than S8 million this
month from a high of near-
ly $21 millios in 2009.




