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to d proposed charter
school in Salem.

" NEXT High School
recently made ifs presen-
tation before the South .
Carolina Public Charter
-&chool District’s board of

tendent Ell_iot Smalley
said. “I put a lot of stock

‘ opening a new campus, as
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met within days of open-
ing an online registration
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School District of Oconee
County officials have
received a number of
questions over NEXT High
School students’ eligibility
to attend the Hamilton
Career Center. To read
more about the issue, turn
to page A5.
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and high school grades at -
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boundaries, any South

Carolina student ¢canen-

roll at'the 'proposed-char-*

L terschool in Salem. The
school would hold a blind

lottery to determme which

school’s available space,

“We are working to get
the word out about this
' new school choice now
* available in the region by
‘ postlng signs and reach-

ingout to commumty
. imembers intowns in the
surroundlng areas that .
are expressing interest
“Inlearning more about
the NEXT School option,”
Greenberg said.

“We're confident that -
NEXT’s innovative ap-
proach {o education will
be a great draw for fami-
lies,” NEXT High School
founding CEO Zach Eiken-
berry added, .

The proposed charter
school would open in
the building that will be
vacated at the end of the
school year due to the
Oconee County School
Board’s decision to close

chool
le and High School buiiding after the sc
L?:]sém;:ltg :oors at %he end of this year recently recel_ved

conditional approval from-a state governing body.

‘within an ambitious time-

Tamassee-Salem Middle -
-and High School. The toWn .
of Salem will retain own: .
ership of the buikling and.
plans to lease it to NEXT tc*
operate the charter schoal,
With an approval to-
expand at an additional .
campus, NEXT is now- in .
the process of conducting
a requ1red site and facility.
review to ensure code, -
compliance requlrements
can be met {o receive a
certificate of occupancy
from the State’s Office of

. School Facilities,

“We hope to have that
associated scope of ser-
vices completed within
the next few weeks,” e

stephanfe@upstatetoday.cnm } (B54) 573-668

i g'reaﬂy values havmg a school

“We've reached out to th
district and had some pr
- ductive conversations th:
‘will hoepefully lead toa
strong relationship basec
ol our mutual interest:.

-.of doing-what’s best for

kids.” .
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Follow on Twitter @loumalGO

Greenberg said; S
In the meantime, mo-~
mentum has been amaz-
ingly positive, according -
to Greenberg Hesaid - i
there is much left todo' -

line, but the will and con-
fidence grows by the day -
to be open and ready for
students to engage when
the school year begins in
August. '

“This communlty great—
Iy values having a school
nearby,” Eikenberry said.




