State approves Sanctuary

BY NORMAN CANNADA
THE JOURNAL

COLUMBIA — The wait is
over.

After five vears of Planning
and waiting for approval, the
$100 million-plus Sanctuary
Pointe resort is closer to becom-
Ing a reality with the potential
of bringing 550 to 650 perma- -«
hent jobs t0 Qeonee County,

The 8.C. Budget and Control
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Board gave the grean light

on the proposal to hy ild the
325-acre hotel and golf resort
on Lake Hartwel] in Oconee
County, about halfway between
Atlanta and Charlotte. The
board, chaired by Gov. Nikki
Haley, voted 4.1 g approve the
plan, which allows the state to
sublet the land tg developers
Elmon Henry and Bob Daffin,

Wwho oversee Sanctuary Pointe
VLG,

“We're pleased and ready to
move forward,” sajd Henry,
who lives in Salem.

Henry said he ang Daffin wil]
likely spend the next four to
five months making decisions
abolit partners in the develop-
ment, with construction likely
to begin'in 2014, The first phase

of the project will likely be com-
pleted in 2018,
“"We've gnt a lot of moving
partsright now,” he said. “We
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Wotld like to get it done quic
than that, but that ig prabahl
the best case scenario for ys!
The land, owned hy the 1 g
Army Corps of Engineers.
would be free from Property
taxes except for vertical struc
tures such as hoiels and cabir
There are 46 years left on the
lease, but Henry said the state
was given the ability to get the
lease back to 50 years before
the sublegse begins, Henry gai

gort will
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