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WESTMINSTER — A
Georgla aerospace marufac-
turer will take over the shell
biiilding in Oconee Come
meree Center early next vear,

ALD. Company. a subsid- .

iary of RBC Bearings Inc.,
announced plans Thursday
to move its Clavton, Ga.,
manufacturing operation to
the-50,000 square-foat facility,
which has been on the mar-
ket since last yvear,

“We are excited about
growing A LT). Company
and pledsed to locate our
operations in Oconee County.
South Caroling has created
an excellent business envi-
romment and a skilled work
foree that will help us sue-
ceed. We appreciate all the
support we've received from
state and local officials,” said
Michael Hartnett, president
and CEQ of RBC Bearings
Ine. in a statement released
Thursday. '

A LD manufactires con-
frol rods used in both fixed-
wing and rotary aireraft. The
meve, planned for the first
guarter of 2013, will douhls
its manufacturing space;

The company is believed
to have spent $1 million to
acquire the shell building Tt
plans to invest $7 million in
the new operation and create
75 new jobs over the next five
years.

Richard Blackwell, execu-
tive director of the Ocomee
County Economic Develop-
ent Commission, cons
firmed the building’s sale Jast
week but declined to name
the buyer until Thursday.

“This deal came together
because we had the product
in place —thanks to County
Council— that fit the needs
of the company,” Blackwell -
said, “The building provided
the company a great location
with the right work force
hearby,.. due to it beinga
shell-type building, it allows
for quick up fit to become
operational in the time they
need it.” .

Blackwell wasn't the only
county official celebrating
the news Thursday,

“A.LD. Company is the
latest example of companies
finding success in Oconee
County. This is a testament
o the confidence compa-
nies have in Qeonee's work
force and our pro-business
climate,” said Joel Thrift,
County Council chairman.

This deal follows work in
recent years by state officials
to carve an aerospace niche
within the manufacturing

"Manufacturing continues
10 be a strong sector in South
Carolina’s economty, gnd
the aviation and aerospace
industry is an increas-
ingly important part of
manufacturing here. Today's
announcement by A.1D.
Company location bullds on
the Palmetto State's reputa-
tion in the aerospace club,”
sadd Secretary of Commerce
Boebby Hitt.

A.LD. will begin hiring in
October through readySC.
State-approved job develop-
ment credits will be available
when hiring targets are met.
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