Southwest
readies for
takeoft

Upstate residents may know next
week the where, when, how much

By Rudolph Bzll
and Angelia Davis
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Local travelers may
want to start paying more
attention to the price of
airline tickets at Green-
ville-Spartanburg Interna-
fional Airport next week.

Southwest Airlines. is
scheduled to release
more details about ifs pre-
viously announced serv-
ice at GSP on Wednestlay
and, according to the air-
port’s executive director,
will disclose destinations,
fares and start dates for
the first time. .

GSP hasbeen one ofthe
most expensive airports
of its size in the country,
but the arrival of new com-
petition from discount air-
line Southwest is expect-
ed to put downward pres-

“Southwest,

sture on ficket prices —a
longtime goal of commun-
ity leaders.

Laurel Moffat, spokes
woman for Dallas-based
confirmed
that executives from the
airline are scheduled
Wednesday to make an-
nouncements at GSP and
Charleston, where South-
west also plans new serv-
ice next year.

She wouldn't give de-
tails but pointed out that
Southwest has previously
said it planned to an-
nounce fares and sched-
ules for GSP and Charles-
ton this fall.

Dave Edwards, the air-
ports executive director,
told airport commission-
ers that Southwest is -
pected to announce desti-
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nations, number of fights,
start dates and fares.
“They're going to an-
nounce where they'll be fly- .
ing to, how many flights a
day, what the actual start
date is, and the introducto-

. ry fares at the same time,”

Edwards said. -

He didn't elaborate, tell-
ing airport commission
Chairman Roger Milliken

' that the airline “will not let

me say anything. They're
going to say it then.”

Edwards told The Green-
ville News in August that
‘Southwest was consider
ing service from GSF to at
least five cities not served
by the airport now — Bos-

| ton, Nashville, Denver, Las

Vegas and Baltimore. He
also said at the time thal
Southwest was thinking
about service to at least
three .other cities already
served by other airlines
from G5P— Chicago, Hous-
ton and Tampa.

Edwards said then that
he recommended those
destinations to the airline,
and it was considering
them, but, “We don't know
what Southwest is going to
choose.”

Airport officials are pre-
garm' g for Southwest with a
y100 million terminal ex-
pansion that was approved
for negotiation with a de-
sign firm Wednesday.

A Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration spokeswoman
has said the agency would
review Southwest's opera:
tion specifications, includ-
ing the type of aircraft to be
used at GSP and Charles-
ton, airport facilities and
maintenance and fueling
requirements, to certfy
those airports can be safely
served by the carrier.

FAA officials with knowl-
edge of the review couldn’t
be reached for comment
Wednesday.



