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CHARLESTON
— Anew era in tourfsm

openad in South Carclina

on Tuesday as the first
crufse liner to he perma-

nently based on the state's

coast arrived,

The gleaming white
Carnival Fantasy oper-
‘ated by Carnival Cruise
Lines arrived in port as
the sun broke through

the morning clouds, a sail

‘boat fired a cannon in
salute and a tug hoat sent
arcs of water spraying
into the air,

“Today is an historic
and meaningtul event
for Charleston,” said
Mayor JDSE{}hP Riley
Jr, “Charleston is one of
Lha nidas‘r‘ﬁorts in North'

1ea and has always
ships calling” ;

“A world class cruise

iing, Carnival, has chosen
twaorld class city, Charles-

ion, as a homepart,” ;
1dded Jim Newsome, the
wresident and CEQ of
‘he South Carplina State
Yorts Authority,

In the past, only. ahand
ul of passenger cruises
1ave sailed from Charles.
on in the winter,

But Jim Berra, Car-
uval’s chief marketing
fficer, said Charleston s

good place for summer
ruises, which is a grow-
1g market.

“We think it is, simply
ecause the draw in the
Jmmerin Charlestan
180 strong,” he said.
You're offering the
uests time either pre-or
Jst-gruise in an amazing
;r_v,r and then you have

R

ASSCILIATED PAE
In this pl'lnh-le[ﬁpnd Camival Cruise Lines, the Camival Fantasy arrives in Charleston. The 855-foot-long, : 2,056
[passenger vessel is the criise l'lner ever to offer year-round voyages from the Port of Charleston,
thechance to do a five, ah-eadybnmﬂing hefnre the cruise industry will thority is planninga
“§1X O seven night crujse mitdday while local of mean $37 million for the new cruise terminal in
“onto ttmﬂah&mﬁs m:Ke:r fictals and cruise linérep-  state economy this year.  drenovated building on
West." he said. resentatives exchanzed There will be 67 cruise  the waterfront, opening
“Tt would have haﬂn small gifts during arecep-  ealls in Charleston this the site occupied by the
harder if youdidn't have  tion. in one of the lounges vear but thatnumber will  current aging terminal
the natural gravitation ahoard the ship. incredse now that the and surrounding area to -
to Charleston as a tourist Tourlsm isan $18.4 bil-  Fantasy has arrived. Dir-  redevelopment.
destination,” he said, lion industry in the state  ing the next 12 months, Newsome has said he
Berra gmﬂ the Charles-  and astudyfor the South  the Fantasy fitself will call. hopes the new terminal
ton criises will attract Carolina State Ports Au- 67 times, Berra said. £an open in about two
passengersfrom Atlanta,  thority in February found  The State Portsjuu years,
the Carolinas and Tennesr
seeand save passengers  ‘YouI'Te offering the guests time either pre- or post-cruise
the drive to Jacksonville,

Fla. oraflight osouth i) an amazing city and then you have the chance to do a five,

F}-::-nda to catch a cruise,
The Fantasy carries SIX OF SeVeN night cruise onto the Bahamas or Key West”
2,056-passengers and was
to sail full from Charles-  Jim Berra %
ton late Tuesday,

Somp pAssengars were Cammival chief marketing officer



