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Aerospace giant Boeing rolls out the first

787

By Jeff Wilkinson
The State

NORTH CHARLESTON —Boe-
ing rolled out the first large
commercial aircraft ever built
in the South on Friday — its new
South  Carolina-built 787
Dreamliner passenger jet.

In ‘an afternoon ceremon
that was part corporate pep ral-
ly and part rock concert, the
Chicago-headguartered compa-
ny rolled the new plane onto the
steamy tarmac of its new 2.5
million-square-foot  assembly
plant here, amid fireworks and
sonic blasts of Foo Fighters and
Zombie Nation,

A drum line from Burke
High School led all 6,000 em-
ployees of the plant ento the
figld, where they surrounded
hundreds of seated dignitaries,
including former Gov. Mark
Sanford, Speaker of the House
Hobby Harrell, Lt. Gov. Glenn
MeConnell and others,

On ¢ue, the throng, exhorted
by Boeing vice president and
general manager South Caroli-
na Jack Jones, chanted “We
build jets! We build jets!”

“Building Dreams” was the

An employee warks on the aft section of a Boeing 787 Dreamliner in

-

-

North Charleston on Friday, GRACE BEAHMFOSTANDCOURIER CoM

theme of the day, and Gov. Nikki
Haley took the podium fo the
power chords of Asrosmith's
“Dream On*

“We build cars,” she said.
“We build tires, And now we
build dreams. Big mack-daddy
787 dreams.”

The first plane is on its way
to Air India, and the point was
not lost on Haley, who is of Indi-
an descent. o

The nose of the all-white,
$193.5 million aircraft was em-
blazoned with “Proudly made in
south Caroling” and bore the
state's symbals of palmetto tree
and crescent.

“Thereason we're hereis be-
cause of the great political lead-
ership in this state,” said Jim Al-
baugh, chief executive of Boe-
ing Commercial Airplanes,
“and the great workforce.”

Dreamliner built at its new South Carolina plant

The day culminates three
years of drama, beginning with
the announcement in 2009,
hailed among the top national
economic development desls of
the year.

It is the first plant the com-
pany has built outside of its
West Coast facilities since
World War 1I, And the an-
nouncement that a production
Facility would be built in right-
to-work South Carolina tonched
off a battle between the compa-
ny and the National Labor Rela-
tions Board, a battle the compa-
ny wom.

U5, Sen. Lindsey Graham,
R-8.C., after joking that his
predecessor, the late Sen. Strom
Thurmond, had failed to get the
Wright Brothers to come to
South Carolina, chided the labor
board in his remarks. It “just
couldn't make it here today” for
the ceremony, he said.

Earlierin the day, the compa-
ny gave about three dozen jour-
nalists puided tours of the cav-
ernous and impeccably tidy
plant.

One of those employees was
Brian Horn, 44, of Birmingham,

See BOEING, Page 3A
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Ala. Horn, now of Mount
Pleasant, had lost his job at
an aircraft maintenance
firm in Alabama because of
the recession. He “a pplied
, andWﬂjsjustpnrslatent,”he
said. “I got picked up and
have enjoyed it ever since.
It’s the ﬂlﬁamt place I've
ever 'H"ﬂ!'

~ The North ‘Charleston
plant is expected to pro-
duce 3.5 Dreamliners a
month when at ful? capaci-
ty at the end of 2013.

The state-of-the-art pas-
senger jets are made of 50
percent light composite
material that makes the
planes cheaperto fly, Jones
said

S far; the company has
received 854 orders for the

planes from 59 airlines

.mundth&wm'ld. Thefuur

lanas hﬂlllg aszem-
bled here are slated for Air
India. The plnﬁeer sell for
$193.5 million.

.an:cﬂ,'lIadm

company’s “fastest-
.ever”

_ Wbrk on the estimated
.ﬁﬂﬂﬁmﬁnﬁ:&hﬂm
in April 2013 and took 13

planes.
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Thousands of employees and several hnndmdgmmgwtn

close up view of the Dreamliner. 6. BEAHMPOSTANDCOURIER COM

months fo complete, said
Marco Cavazzoni, Boeing's
South Carolina vice presi-
dent and general manager
for final assembly.

Hewouldn't confirm the
construction price, but said
that B0 percent of construc-
tion dol went to South
Camlmawmnan

The plant is. em-frimi-
ly; Its roof boasts the larg-
estsolar array in the South-
east, The panels, which

provide 20 percent of the
plant’s power, cover an
-area the size of 11 football
fields. The plant also sends.
nn waste Iécr mladn&ﬁ]i‘a an

cling food scraps from
ite dinin

g facility. The plant

assembles the planes from
parts produced around the
world. Many of the compo-
nents are flown in on an
oversized Dreamlifter car-
g0 plane.

Unlike the 747, the more
fuel-efficient Dreamliner
is intended for point-to-
point, long-haul fhghts
such as direct from
Charleston to Munich or
Tokvo to Boston, rather
tha.ufmmhubmhub.'r]m

‘saves the passengers the

added time of flying to and
from internstional hubs

~such as Atlanta or Philadel-
phiato re.uchtﬁnir destina-

tions.



