‘It was just
a party from
Friday night

all the way
till Saturday
night.’

Riley Johnson
Seneca events coordinator

This year’s Seneca Fest brought in thousa
free fair rides, crafts, food and live music performances.
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SENECA — As one of the few
Memorial Day weekend festivals
left in the Upstate, the attrac-
tions at Seneca Fest brought in
visitors by the thousands over
the weekend.

Seneca events coordinator Ri-
ley Johnson said more than 3,000

- beople came to the two-day fes-

tival, which offered classic cars,
food, fair rides, crafts, historic

nds of people to Norton Th
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Crowds flock to Seneca for Memorial Day weekend

(FOR MORE]

To see more photos from this
weekend's Senéca Fest celebra-
tion, turn to page B6.

tours, local musical performanc-
es and headlining act Jefferson
Starship. :

“All in all, it was just a tremen-
dous effort by our entire staff
— police, fire, road crew, EMS
— just top-notch all around,”
Johnson said. “The whole Sen-

eca team just came together to
welcome all the Seneca visitors
into town.

“It was just a party from Fri-
day night all the way till Satur-
day night.”

The festival returned down-
town to Norton Thompson Park
this year, and according to John-
son, broke some of its previous
numbers. '

As of Monday, Johnson didn’t

SEE FEST, PAGE A5
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FEST: ‘It just seems like every
year we get a little bettep’

FROM PAGE A;

have 5 total count of visi-
tors who had checked into
the city’s Hampton Inn
for the weekend but said
Seneca’s Best Western
was full for the festival,

he classic car show,
which wag one of severa]
events that drew Ppeople
into the bark Friday
afternoon, hosteq more
than 155 cars this year
— =t he biggest car show
we've ever had,” Johnson
said.

And Sometime after the
show, participating_bar-
becue cooks began filling
the air with the smel] of

: mouthwatering pulled
pork and reéportedly sold
Dlates quickly,

“Tha barbecuers sold
out of barbecye an hour
earlier than normal, so
the Education Foundation
did good,” Johnson said,
alluding to Proceeds that
will benefit the Back-
Pack Program of Oconee
County,

But what seemed to jm-
bress Johnson most was
the succesg of Seneca’s
first ever Glo in the Nite
Run held at the Shaver
Recreational Complex
Friday night,

Proceeds from the run
support the Seneca Recre-
ation Department. :

fficials €Xpected a few
hundreq People and endeq
up with more than 300
registered, and 60 to 8

Johnson said he ran out
of glasses and shirts for
those who hadn’t regis-
tered, but told them they
could tag along anyway,

“I said, “You’re welcome
to come run,’” he said, “So
we had aroung 450 to 500
funners and g Jot of kids,
Our race was just unbe.
lievable »

ADJ bumped up the
r'unners throughoyt the
night, ang they were treat-
ed to Dunkin’ Donuts ang
Doming’s Dizza afterward.
Participants ran through

dams subdivision,
where there were 10 to 12
houses of DPeople cheering
everyone on,

Johnson said partici-
bants included children
from Walhalla, Westmin-
ster and Seneca and run-
ners from nearby stateg
like North Carolina.

“It was 3 great gather.
ing,” he said. “Tt wag Just
really a lot of fun. There
Wwas a race invqlved, but
it was more about being

n'”

The events coordinator
took the run for himself
and sajid the city will defi-
nitely host it again, ;

“I wanted to do the first
one, and it wag great,” he
said. “T Wanted to expe-
rience what they were
experiencing. Where else
¢an you be a 19. ¢ 12-year-
old and run around, town
at night ang then have
Dunkin’ Donuts When it’s
all over? You can’t beat

Dlenty of traffic came
downtown, and he hopes
the merchants ang others
were able to take advan-
tage of the Prospective
business.

Doming’g marketing
manager Robhin Edwards,
Who helped Coordinate the
barty for the Glo Run, saig
business has pickeq up for
their Seneca location due
to the festiva] and othersg
like it.

Edwards Mmanages
Several Upstate stores, in-
cluding thoge in W’alhalla,
Westminster, Clemson
and Senecy.

“In the Greenville area
I've seen tremendoyg
8rowth in the Jast six
years,” Edwardg said last
week. “Here, I've seen
an extreme amount of
the growth in the last
year, and I'm 4 bart of
that growth because |
burchaseqd my home in
Seneca. So it’s a lot of
growth and it’s helping
the Community.”

Before the festival off.
cially kicked off Friday,
councilman Ronnie 0’Kel.
ley told The Journal the
nine-year-glq festival hag
Improved each year.

“There’s 5 lot going on
in this little town I'm
excited for jt,» O’Kelley
said. “Tt just seems like
every year we get a little
better, You think we've hit
it, then aJj of sudden you
do something ang jt gets a
little better.”

additiona] Deople showed that:
up to run Friday, Johnson said overal] christina@upstatetoday.comi (864) 9736681



