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Any reading above 50 in-
dicates expansion.
The  improvement
points to conlinued eco-
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vice industry, despite

The survey covers

businesses that employ
90 percent of the work-
force, including con-
struction, retail, health
care and financial sep-
these companies are less
sensitive to nasty weath-
'E' than manufacturers,
e January figure sug-
gests a reported slow-
down at factories last
month was due in part to
the winter chill rather
than to broader weal-
ness in the economy.

The services sector
has experienced “slow,
incremental growth"” for
the past four years and is
on a sustainable path,
said Anthony Nieves,
chairman’of ISM's ser-
vices survey.

“It’s been chugging
along very steady,” said
Nieves, adding that the
4¥s-vear-old recovery

from the Great Reces-

sion. been “very re-
silient even with the ups

and downs,”




