Schools show progress

Pickens, Greenville
improve, Anderson 1
keeps excellent rating
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Nineteen Greenville County
schools raised their report card
grades this year, helping the

district edge up anotchin its im-
provement rating, while show-
ing substantial improvement
among “historically under-
achieving groups of students,”
according to new data from the
state Department of Education.

Pickens County Schools also
moved up in the “absolute rat-
ing” for the same reason, and
Anderson 1 maintained its Ex-
cellent mark.

SEE FOR YOURSELF

Check your child’s school at http:/
ed.sc.gov/datasfreport-cards/2012/
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of accountability and quality as-
surance said it wasn't a matter
of working harder but working
“smarter” that fueled the dis-
trict’s upward mobility.

“And that means aligning
what we're teaching in the

Continued from Page 1B
grade on the absolute rat-
ing, based on standard-
ized ftests, graduation
rates and other factors.

Including charter
schools, 38 Greenville
County schools scored
Excellent on their abso-
Iute ratings, with 22 scor-
ing Good, 20 Average, five
Below Average, and two
At Risk.

Pickens County had 12
Excellent, nine Good and
four Average, with none
Below Average or At
Risk.

Anderson 1 had 10 Ex-
cellent, two Good and
none Average or belaw.

The state also released
new four-year graduation
rates, with the statewide
rate improving for the
second year in a row to hit
the 74.9 percent mark —
still belpw the high water
mark of the past 11 years
of 78 percent.

“The path to prosperity
for South Carolina’s econ-
omy begins, but does not
end, with greater num-
bers of high school gradu-
ates,” state Superinten-
dent of Education Mick
Zais said.

Greenville Tech Char-
ter High was one of four
high schools in the state to
post a100 percent gradua-
tion rate. It was also in a
four-way tie, along with
Brashier Middle College
Charter School, for the
highest numerical score
that the absolute ratings
are derjved from.

Greenville Cownty’s director  clagsroom to the standards that
S e — Statewide, 72 out of 84
learning communities to school districts earned a

look at instruction and an-
alyze assessments that
have resulted in higher
student achievement and
closing the achievement
gap for all students,” said
Jane Harrison, director of
elementary education.
“They are most deservy-
ing of this validation on
their state report card.”

sterhng Scheol, Green-
ville’s school for gifted
and talented students,
ranked sixth and 17% for
the performance of its
middle and elementary
school students, regpec-
tively, while Wren High
was 13,

Riverside High ranked
28% in the state.

Greenville County’s
four-year graduation rate
improved slightly, from
72.2 percent to 72.4 per-
cent. Pickens County's
rose from 72.6 percent to
75.2percent, while Ander-
son 1's was up from E24
percent to 85.2 percent.

The gap in the gradua-
tion rate between white
and black students nar-
rowed by (1.2 percent to its
smallest margin since
2004, according to the
Education Department.
The gap between white
and Hispanic students

grew by 0.5 percent but

has shrunk by 5.1 percent
since 2004,

“Growth is good, but
the fact remains ome eut
of every four high school
students won't graduate
ontime or eventually drop
out of school,” Zais said.
"We can do far betterasa
state and past experience
proves we can.”

rating of atleast Average,
an improvement by four
districts over 2011. The
number of At Risk schools
fell to 61 schools, the low-
est level since 2009,

The ratings are based
on student performance
on the Palmetto Assess-
ment of State Standards,
high school exit exams,
end-of-course tests and
the four-year and five-
year graduation rates.

In Pickens County, ev-
ery school maintained er
improved its Absolute rat-
ing from 2011, with Cross-
well Elementary, Liberty
High and Pickens High
improving. Nine schools
— Crosswell Elementary,
East End Elementary,
McKissick Elementary,
West End Elementary, Da-
cusville Middle, Liberty
Middle, Gettys Middle,
Liberty High and Pickens
High — improved their
growth ratings.

“We are very proud of
the hard work of eur stu-
dents and teachers and
feel that our success is a
direct result of their com-
mitment to our schools,”
Superintendent Kelly
Pew said.

In Anderson 1, Palmet-
to and Spearman elemen-
tary schools regained Ex-
cellent grades after being
at the Good level for the
past few years.

“Administration and
teachers have collaborat-
ed through professional

are being tested,” he said.
That’s not the same as
“teaching to the test,” he said,
because teachers don’t know
which standards are going to be
tested in each run of the tests.
Greenville County moved up
from Average to Good on the
growth rating, which measures
progress from one year to the
next, while retaining its Gooc

See GRADES, Page 7E



