| Samratf_:d market adds to construction slump

around the university

' the next plan?' he asked.
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“The money isn't stream:
ing Into the copstruction
industry.”

Gabe Yoder, of Yoder
Bullders, said some spe-
cialty branches of con-
struction are doing bettor
than others, ;

“We build custom
homes, mostly lake front,”
Yoder said. "Thise are
people who have usually
bought a lot and are wait-
ing fo get started. Mostly
retired families, It’s a bit
more steady than other
areas, but still, we've seen
alot of people holding off.
COver time, their 401(k) has
tummq_ﬁ Eﬂéigiﬁléld
they simply can’ .
right now." :

Yoder added that in the
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state

SEE SLUMP, PAGE A5

SLUMP: No

don't see a true recovery
| TI'lle I'eCOVﬁI}' * happening for close totwo. are usually family invest.
S, years," ments,” he said. “They will
}{_ﬁars a].ﬁlray Liska said because there  buy the condo while their
7 was 8o much housing stock  kids are in sehooland turn
' left on the market in the around to sell them after
CXP €Tt 53y3 tune of foreclosures and the four or more years.
vacant commercial space,  That's come toa halttoo,
BY JESSICA SIBLEY builders aren't keen on for the same reasons.
THE JOURNAE taking any chances, “On the Mip side, if]

LK 3 “Until these fill in, they  had money, I would buy
CLEMSON — Tired of don’t want to go off and avondo in Myrtle Beach.
seeing vacant commercial ‘build something else"he  Right now, they have some

bulldings and halferected  said “It's simply toorisky. * of the best deals that we
condominiums without Things aren't selling, We will ever see in our lives,”
any windows? know that, But until that  he added,

Roger Liska, chairman changes, the slump will . When it comes to stimu-
of Clemson University'sde-  remain.” Ius help, Liska said that
pariment of constriction Liska added that the: the majority of thoge funds
science and management,  construction indusiry has. aregoing towards big
said wo're going tohave to the highest unemployment  voad projects and bridge
suck itup, ' rate, noting thata lack of Improvements, '

“The construction condo construction is add- "Don't get me wrang, we
Industry is in its worst ing to the dismal situation, need those things done,
slump sinee last October," “Especiallyinourarea;  buteven there, when that .
e said, “And I really condos that are built meney runs e, what's

Spring, starter homes were And finally, another way
really selling at a solid to help elimb out of the
pace, but that too, has died construction siump is to
UE_Thata edit endin ;?ﬂﬁgm "éZ" ﬁn s
taxcredit en e ns to be closer with ) s i

has a lot to do with that * builders, . Cﬂd 1 Slght
he added. “Now, speciila- . We're talking feasihil-
tive homes are slow again 1ty,” he said, “Do we really
ton," , need anofher building”

_ When it comes to profes. Keeping vacant space to
sional builders, though, a minimum is key. For
Yoder said there is work tax collection and eyesore
being completed. Purposes” :

“There are good huilders o Inthe end, however,

out there who have work,” Liska said not much wij

he said. “But instead of change with the ean.
having four homes being Struction slump until the
constructed, they might EConomy makes a lasting
enly have one.” and strong recovery,

That's one positive _It's the same tune with

aspeet to the tightenad wverything," hesaid,
1I'.t|'1ﬂ_$tl."¥. Liska Hﬂﬂeﬂ, "Unﬂl'mﬂre HEﬂPIE-&I‘_E
Stating that the slump wil] employed or start getting
help weed out less than es, the money isn't
professional contractors, there to pull us out of jt." ,
_It'stheone industey _
Where you don’t need pro- st dayim com | (064} 2 2375

Iessional education to be
cleared for work," he sajd.
“If you have someone with
money who is willing to
let you do the work, that's
all you need. Getting a

L ess license for worl
13 not the same as being
professionally licensed,
We need professional
builders.”
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Stalled condo construction in Clemson is just one ex-
ample of a nationwide construction slump that is years
away from gaining any real ground, according to @ Clem-
son University professor.



