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Sassafras tower construction set

Work to start in fall

on observation site

ABE HARDESTY
ANDERSON INDEPENDENT MAIL

An opportunity to scope out a
spectacular view of the Up-
state’s western corner is anoth-
er step closer to reality.

Construction of an observa-
tion tower atop Sassafras Moun-
tain, which will provide a 360-
degree view at South Carolina’s
highest point, is likely t? begin

in the fall.

Gil L. Stewart Architects
LLC of Pickens drafted the de-
sign for the structure meant to
straddle the peak at 3,553 feet
above sea level. Blds for the

“construction are expected to go

out by Aug. 15.

 That makes spring 2017 a
likely completion date, al-
though Tom Swayngham, assis-
tant chief of wildlife at the
Clemson office of the Depart-
ment of Natural Resources,
hopes that construction mlght
conclude more qu1ckly

“The objective is to have it
completed by the end of 'the
year. It all depends on the
weather,” Tom Swayngham said
Friday. “It all depends on
whether they can get the con-
cretepouredbeforethetemper—

atures get cold.”

‘The tower will offera\tiaw of
the Blue Rldge Mountamé of
South Carolina, North Carolina
and Georgia. The initial phase,
for which more than $500,000
has been raised, will include the
observation tower and rest-
rooms.

i Wlll be a beautiful view,
unparalleled in this state,”.
Swayngham said. :

The new tower, 15 feet tall, 1s
planned at the pinnacle of the;
mountain,

The present wood platform,
built near the parking lot three'
years ago by Clemson Univer-
sity arclgntectural students, will
remain in place as an aumhary |
deck, Swayngham said. ’

“It will be fine for this sum
mer, but it need some re a1rs,
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We’ll renovate it and
we’'ll use it for folks who

might not want to go to
the  taller
Swayngham said.
The present platform
provides “about a 120-de-
gree view” to the west,
looking into North Caro-

lina. When complete,
DNR officials believe the

planned observatlon

tower will provide views

of Greenville, Oconee

and Pickens counties, as -
well as mountain peaks, ;
in Georgia, North Caroli-

na and Tennessee.
Phase II, which will
' require additional fund-
ing, will include im-
provements to the park-

ing area, a picnic facility,

accessory ftrails, infor-
mational kiosks and edu-
cational pavilions.Duke
Energy, DNR, The Harry
Hampton Memorial
Wildlife Fund, The Fel-

tower,”
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: Arihftects have completed their work on the Sassafras
Mountain Observation Tower.

burn Foundation and

anonymous donors con-
tributed toward the pro-
ject. DNR continues to
seek fundmg for Phase
II.

Sassafras Mountain
sits on the state line with
North Carolina and along

strail.org),

the Continental Divide. It:
is one of the important
features of the Foothills
Trail (www.foothill-
a 77-mile
footpath between Table
Rock and Oconee state
parks.
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