The South Carohna Department of Natural Resources will*
Carolina’s hlghest peak, thanks toa $350
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soon build an observatlon platform on the summit of Sassafras Mountam South -
,000 donation from Duke Energy. .

$35O OO'_= ;'from Duke Wlll enable Department ef Natural Resources to draw up plans
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PICKENS Leg1ons of h1k-

“ers and state “highpointers”

_' have had the vision for years
that if you build an overlook -

on Sass.afras Mountain, the
curious will come,
Now, it looks like the 1dea

~ for. an’ accessible ‘observa-

tion platforni straddling the
" North Carolina-Souith Carolj-

- na. border ‘is’ on its way,;.
" thanks to a $350,000," gift"
from Duke Energy to the S.C.
Department of Natural Re-

sources this past week,
The department will be
able start drawing up plans

and moving dirt for building -
a new observation platform -
at the summit of Sassafiras

Mountain,, the highest: peak

in South Carolina, which sits

at 3,553 feet elevation. .
Along with fund-raising
efforts such as the sale .of
brick pavers among several
groups, including the Foot-
hills Trail Conférence,. Pick-
ens County, Clemson Univer-
‘sity, the Conservation Fund,
the Harry Hampton Memori-
al Wildlife Fund, the state
Department of Natural Re-

L complete
' enough ‘to~ begin con,s\tr‘u
- tion, said "Greg Liica
partment spokesmap,’ " "
" . Work ‘on the platform is ‘_
,,expected to begin this sum.”
mer and take abouf six
“months  to- complete _Other

"'-tso ‘ces has $500,000, about

f of what i is needed | for the
project;

D‘

amenities, mcludmg rest-

“rooms, & picnic areq and an
'upgraded frail to the plat--
. form,” will'. require " more

fund-raising, Liicas said,

. Archifectural renderings’
are drawn, modeled partly

on the hanchcap accessible

observation - platform at !

Mount Mitchell State Pari in
North -Carolina’s Yancey
County, about 30 miles north-
east of Ashevﬂle, Lucas said.
Formal plans Wwill go out to
bid soon..

Heyward Douglass ‘exec-
utive director. of the Foot- -

hills " T¥ail Conference the

_ nonprofit that oversees the -
77-mile-long Foothills Trail

that runs along the Carolinas
border and Sphces Sassafras

‘Mountain, said it is an excit-
_ing and long-awaited mo-
“ment for outdoors. entliusi-

asts, as well as those in tour-
ism.
“The Footh111s Trail goes

but

“Sassafms Mountam isa special natuml !

: :'_ CI.ARK GILLESPY South Carolma premdent of Duke Energy

rlght smack dab over the to é)
of Sassafras,” Douglass s4i

“It starts out of Table Rock -
‘State ‘Park, 9 miles away, -
crossesgver the top of Sassa-
fras and down, and connects
to Oconee State Park, We’ ref

so thrilled to have a scenic

of the Foothills Tra1l ?
The mountain in northern

Pickens ' County — midway

between Rosman, N.C., and
Pickens — sits on land man-

{ aged by the S.C. Department
i

cas said it is more commonly
referred to as _Jocassee
Gorges

i Itis part of the land sold in
2010 by former U.S, Rep.

olina to the Conservation
Fund ds part of a landmark
8,000-acre, $33 million con-

- servation sale spilling over

the state llne The land trust

asset and this proyect fztslfmght in with ouy |
ission of enmronmenta',’ sfe fwardsth

T g

_ ,'then donated the land fo the |
.. S.C..Department .of Natural

.‘-'Resources .On the ‘North:

.Carohna 51de, the N.C. Forest |
ervice is;working with the |
Conservatlon Fund, the Car-.
-olina Mountain Land Conger-

. vancy and other partners to
8pot that’s always been a pa_rt :

Create the new Headwaters

. State Forest.

Sassafras ' Mountain is’
also onthe Eastern Continen-
tal Divide. It is the separa-
tion point for three distinct

- watersheds — two water-
-,0f Natural Resources, Offi-
‘ clally known as the Jim Tim-
merman Natural Resources
Areaat Jocassee Gorges, Lu-

sheds.drain into the Atlantic
Ocean and another travels to
the Gulf of Mexico. ,

‘The land was acquired by
the state in the late 1990s and
hasbeen open as public hunt-
ing land and recreation land
since then, Lucas said. There

" was once a fire tower on the
Charles Taylor of North Car—:

‘peak, but it was thsmantled
many years ago, and al-

- though once cleared of trees,
: the summit had overgrown
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in the past half century.

The iconic status. of

Sassafras as the highest

..point in South. Carolina
-has been know for dec-

ades, Heyward said, but
. it has been a place hard

to reach, especially for .
‘those. in the Highpoint-:
ers Club, "a : national

group of hikers that at-
tempt to reach the high-

. estpoint ineach of the 50 -

“states. .

“Pickens County paid

. for the paving of the 4.5-
mile US. 178 stretch

leading’ out - of ‘Rocky

-Bottom to just below the
summit, where people
. .have been:able to park
‘and Scout’ around for

- where they.. think - the

“summit is.

natural resources, work-
‘ing . with " conservation

groups, took down 3:
acres of trees at th‘epeak :

K

’ is a special natural asse

Last summer, the 8.C.

_in anti¢ipation-of the ob-
“servation-degk.

"“It’s-going to be done’

. 1n phases, The total will

" be over $1 million. We're

* hoping - Duke " Energy’s

very - gracious donation

- will help spur other cor-. .

porate entities to- donate

other funds,” Lucas said.
-YThe - platform - will - be~

barrier-free, so folks
who are . mobility im:
paired

“Mouiit”

- and this project fits right

in with our mission of en-

vironmental - ¢ stéward- -
~ship,” Clark Gillespy,
South Carolina president
of Duke Energy, saidin &

statement, “Partner-

ships  like *this--ensure

that: the natural beauty
and ‘wonders’ of South
Carclina_are . protected
and shared with genera-

tions to.come.”
. Fionding for the $as-..

§

ill bie able to ac: the Hig

wiio Lo pointers; a stavting, end-
- Mitchell has )
been mentioned as the

ctive,”
ntain
t,

-spectacular.” .

safras; Mountain project
" was'comrmitted as part.of

the re-licensingagree-

‘ment for Duke Energy’s
. Keowee-Toxaway ~ Hy- -
drgelectric

. Project,
which' includes - the - hy-
droelectric. - stations. at

-lakes Keowee and Jocas- -
gee, T Ty

< Dotiglass said the new
platform . “will - serve .
many functions: a notch
in the belt for the High-

ingor resting point for
those traversing . the

" Foothills Trail; another -

destination of note for
South Carolina’s tourism

.office, maybe even in’
“time for fall foliage sea- - -
- son; and anothier place to -

stop and wonder at the

region’s natural beauty.
-“The sunsets frem -

there: are: incredible,” : -
Douglass said. “Some -
‘were'; not -happy about -

faking trees down, but a

- whole” “Tot” moré - are

thrilled and athazed-at. .
the-views you. can now
see all. around. Tt’s. jost -

N . Lo



