Sanctuary Pointe visionary shares ideas at tourism summi

BY CARLOS GALARIA University’'s Madien Center.
THE IQLRNAL Daffin isin the resort devel-
‘opment business and one of
CLEMSON — One of the _ the planners of the Sanctuary
visionaries behind the stalled Pointe project near the Inter-
Sanctuary Pointe project on: state 85 Welcome Center in
Lake Hartwell is calling for a Oconee County.
little flexibility from govern- He told a room full of graﬂu
ment regulations that could ate students, tourism industry

make a big difference inturn-"  insiders, business owners and

ing business-generating ideas  othersabout the challenges

into reality. involved with getting a project
.Robert Datfin expressed his off the ground.

views Wednesday during one "There is a window of op--

of the morning Round Tables portunity to get it done and

that discussed rural econo- that window can close quickly,”

rhies, tourism development and  Daffin said.

creating a more competitive Datfin said missing a window

business environment in South ofuppnrtumtyoften results:

Carolina. _ in a project being delayed or
The discussion was part of killed to the detriment of busi-

the final day's events of the 2011 ness and jobs.

Heritage Development Summit

that began Monday at Clemson SEE SUMMIT, PAGE A5
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The 2011 Heritage Development Summit continued at Clemson

Madren Center Wednesday. Visitors and leaders from the
state's heritage corridor attended a variety of sessions, discussing ways
to be more sustainable and economically sound.

sense and flexibility

go along way
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A resort development
expert who lives on Lake.
Keowee in Oconee, Daf
fin Jmows a thing or two

“ahout missed opportuni-
ties. In 2007, red tape and
eonflicting interests on the:
lake stifled his plans for
the Keowee Town Landing
development in northern
Ocones County that was
to be anchored by a Native
American Interpretive and
Educational Center.

Sanctuary Fointe, LLC
ishehind a proposed’
resort destination devel-
opment of more than 300
acres on property leased
by the 11.S. Army Corps of
Engineers to South Carp.
lina Parks, Recreation and
Tourism.

The project envisions
hoiels, a conference center,
golf course; restaurants

and rental cabins. It has
been in the planning
stages since 2008. How-
ever, a weak economy and
hurdles in the form of state
and federal government
regulations have kept the
project at a standstill.

Draffin declined to speak
about the project other
than tp say that the parties
are still “working through
the process,"

He added that while reg:
ulations have thelir place,

“Bovernment over-regula-

tion can stifle business op-
portuiities at & time when
Jobs are at a premium,

Daffin echoed what oth-
ers have statedat the sum-
mit— that common sensa,
ﬂexrbnity and compromise
g0 a long way (0 help pub-
lic-private partnerships
flourish.
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