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WALHALLA Oconee
ofﬁc1a1s sayan 1ncreased law
enforcement presenceat: Fall :
Creek Landmg on Lake Keowee
played arole in helping the park
enjoy its first season w1thout a

‘ drownlng in several years. .

* Sheriff Mike Crenshaw said

a meeting betiyeen county ahd

Duke Energy officials last year

led to-a niimber of-increased
gafety measures, mcludlng

; buttingout boulders and safety
gignage at the park to deter
unlawful pdrking, and fund--

~ ing froni Duke helped pay for: .
overtinie for deputies to. have -

ofﬁcers ‘on-site during the surn- -

mer montlis. -
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- forcement public safety, hea]i-

old Slx Mﬂe man in August
2015 reportedly marked the -

15th death in 21 yeaf's near F-all -
' Creek Landing —an-areathat.

ispopular in part becausedt’
- provides access to “the rock,” S

- which:swiminers jump off of

into the lake. . .
-+ Crenshaw said twe deputles
L ‘Were present.on-weekends last
suminéf from:Memorial Dayto - -

Labor Day and would turn visi:

- fors away once the park reached
* capacity. :
“U*During the heat of the $tim-
ey, we were turning away 75

. to 85 ¢ars per hour,” the sheriff - .

*-and wélfare committee Tues/ -
- day: "It was constant” * = TR
- Crenshaw said Duke Bnergi: -
_ officials were “very pleased” e
:° with the results of the new - -
-safety measiives taken for the
‘summer of 2016, and.another -

meeting is planned for next

- ‘month to discuss future plans.

- The sheriff-also saidhis ofﬁce‘ |

. has purchased twonew boats
that are “ready to roll”’ and 'Will ;

lead:to a “much greater pres-- |
ence” on area lakes this year. -
“I think we're goingto-be

" able-to have.a boat on the water

during the sumimer months,” he
~said. “We're frying to negotiate -
that now. We're going to be work-

' "1ng W1th (the S. C Department of .

The drowning of a. 20—year- .
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Natural Résources)— if
they’ve gota boat on the -

Seneca River or Tugaloo - |

or Hartwell, then we may’
goto Keowee or vice versa. -

“With DNR, with our -

boats, there may be some
days we may have three
boats. We also will be
using our helicopters,

When they goup, they’ll -

be checking the lakes, If
we've got a lot of folks, a
lot of traffic in one avea;
that’s where we’ll direct
our patrols.”

Crenshaw con,ﬁrmed
with Oconee County Fire .
Chief Charlie King that
there were no drowning -

deaths or even any emet- .

\gency responses needed
at Fall Creek last sum:

met, which was a fiest in
many years, and which he -

termed “a good year.” . -

+ “T think we're moving -,

in the right direction,” "

Crenshaw said., —
The sheriff told Coun—

cilman Wayne McCallhe ~

didn’t expect interest in
-visiting the park to wane

the draw will change —

but there’s certainly alot

of interest from people - -
who want to go to Fall ,

"Creek Landing,” he said

Courity administrator -
Scott Moulder said-one;
reason the increased.'safee_'

‘ty measures were efféc-

tive was not only having
deputies on site, but alse™
reducing congestion at the
landing, -

““Ome of the blggest

. issues we had was getting
emergency personnel into -

~ the landing when the area’

" was overcrowded and cars

were parked all over the
road,” Moulder told The - -

-Journal._“NoWWecan}be‘t*_ .
ter control the population . .

in the landing and:pre- .

serve areas for emergency":
" résponse to get in the. area
if we dohave a'call” \

As for the costs, Cren-,

" shaw said the county -
" . charges $37 per hour for -
its deputies to work extra

duty, with the deputy -
earning $30 per hour and

"

- other sevéen weekends by
. paying overtitne to dep-. .
utiesthrough its budget, '

of its bud_get__ .' :

costs o

' There were 15 weekends _
involved in the initiative, - -
and Dulke] Energy paid
half of the cost for the
entire year, which includ-
ed two fiscal years -—for =

atotal of $6,660; or a little O
. ‘more than $3, 000 per
i ﬁscal year, .

. Crenshaw said his ofﬁce _
absorbed the cost.of the

with. an-average overtime

rate of $25 per Hiour, which
would equate to the coun-
ty payitig about $4,000 out -

drugs avoided being an--
-other casualty of drown—
ing at ‘the rock.’™ - '

- .¥all Creek Landm‘g has -

two separate access points
with two entrances. Most
of the boat access occurs

at the north access, while '~

most of the récreation
day use takes place at the
south access.
- Oconee Parks, Recre-
ation and Tourism direc-
tor Phil Shirley said in
addition to the increased
law enforcement presence
. deterring unlawful or
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in the foreseeable fgture. ~  the cou'nty lt_eeping the : ' The sheriff said it 1s
. “It'sfree—ifthat - remainder to pay workers  “safe to say” the county
- changes, I don’t know if compensation and other  ~  and Duke Energy spent

ahout $11,000 fo have two.
deputies at the landing
on-the weekends from

©. - “late May+through early

September, but the goal

‘was to increase safety and

prevent drowning deaths.
“It-worked this past

" year” he told The Jour-
_nal. "“This is alot of mon-
‘ey, but if we can save just

one lifo, it s a small price

" to pay. I can’t helpbut
- ~think the ones we turned-
-away because of safety.

coneerns with parking

.. or took to jail that were -

showing up with open”
containers of alcohol and,

: in some ins’tances,illegal

" unsafe act1v1ty, y, the dep-

tties also helped provide
patrons with directions to
other available recreation
access points when Fall
Creek was full.

- %Tn talking with Sherlff
Crenshaw after last season
as well as with Duke Ener-
gy just (Thursday) morn-
ing, we feel this a step in
the right direction and are.
already plannmg a meet-
ing early spring to discuss }
2017 ? Shlrley said, :

_ shradley@upstateioday.com, .



