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Table Rock saw a nearly j

: " . [8 percent increase in visi- ;.
=" | tors, up to 332,660 last year
from 308 132 in2013.. - ¢

f in decade‘

P_aris Moﬂntain haa 26.4%‘? '.
Increase in visitors in 2014

By Karen Chavez
Staff writer. -

~South Carolma state parks werea hap— .

~ pening place to be in 2014.
Nearly 806,000 more people VISIted the
state parks last year than did the yeéar be-
fore. Visitation was up about 11.5 percent

from the 6.9 million visitors in 2013 to 7.7

millionlast year, according to the state De-
partmenit of Parks, Recreatmn and Tour-
ism.

Out of 47 parks in the system parks n
the Upstate had some of the hlghestJumps
in visits, :

Paris Mountam State Park fwe mmiles
north of downtown Greenvﬂle, hada264
percent increase in visitors, with 245439
in2014, up from 194,073.

Paris Mountain plans to expand with

- theexpectedpuirchaseof al60-acreparcel .
~ on its southwest boundary. that was an-

nounced recently, and it’s no surprise the .-

park’s visitation has mcreased 80 mUch,
park 'manager-* ¥

_Jason ' Hege v ' '
salﬁlwlﬂl “Our-vz’sz'tation '
Greenville be- ¢S phenomenal,

.ing so close, Jf goes
and the popula- . ° goe up a%.d,,.
tion of Green- UP €very yeay.
ville as-a desti- pgy, KNOWLAND

nation and.as a-
whole growing - .
leaps . and’

-Park manager -

bounds, Paris Mountaln adds to the value

of living here,” Hege said,
“People come down here to work; and
they arerediscoveringthe outdoors atPar~

- is Mountain. I canattribute the increasein . &
visitation to the growing population, as

well as the programs we offer, the trail day
events, school programs.”

Another Upstate gem s Table Rock
State Park, which sits in Pickens County
northwest of Greenville and southwest of
Hendersonville, N.C.

Itisa3, 000-acre park perched on the

towering mountaln thatbearsitsnameand. -
continues to serve as a getaway from city

life for res1dents of twd states. .

i

The park has cabins that

| were built during the 19303
N by the Civilian Conserva- -
tion Corps, ‘including an '
: recent marketing . cam-

oldfashioned swimming
- hole on one of the park’s
two lakes; hiking trails, in-

N cluding an access to the 80~

* mile Foothills Trail; camp-
grounds and ranger pro-
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“Table Rock has been a
very traditional park for .
South Carolina, It's right at |
the base of the Blue Ridge
Mountains and if you want |
agood outdoor experience,
"Table Rock is:a great place
for it,” said Poll Knowland,,
park manager.
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“Our visitation is phe-.

nomenal. It goes up and up
everyyéar. We have hiking,

camping and old CCC cab-

ins, campgrounds, nature
programs, and once a
monthonSaturdays wecel-

. ebrate music heritage that -

is open to the public. It's a
family experlence "

See PARKS, Page|

o FLE PI
DS to Table Rock Stata Park and othe
4 across the state went up last year

- with equestrians, dropped -
+ 3 percent from 95, 855 visi--
. tors 092,939 in 2014 o
Phil Games, director for -
Sotth Carolina State Parks, -
said * there are - always-" '
ahomalies when. counting
. visitors and it's hard t6 pin: -
. pointa reason for the small e
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- Knowland

in population in the sur:
rounding counties and to a

paign by the state tourism

. depattmeént;. which also
. Oversees state park man- '
- agement,

Keowee-Toxaway State

: ‘Park, a small park also in
i ‘Pickens County, had an

even bigger increase. The
parkwith alake for fishing
and boating, picknicking
and hiking had a nearly 70
percent increase, fromr

27,966 visitors to 47, 334 inr_ o

2014

Croft State Park one of :i-

the largest of South Caroli-
na'sparks in terms of acre-

‘age and.a few miles south
. of Spartanburg, saw a

slight decrease in visita-

. tion last year. The park,

which was once an Army
base and is pow popular

* decling.

SC retsidenfs". -
- 're-discovering’

“Croft is still - one of

those undiscovered jewels

. because of its close prox- .

imity - to Spartanburg,” he
said.

state’sparks.

Hunting Tsland in ¢oast-".

al Beaufort County-was the

'most visited state park,
-with 1.35 million visitors in’

2014. That was a nearly 26

percent increase over 2013,
when the coastal park had

1,07 million visitors.
Myrtle Beach was the
No. 2 most popular park

B last year, with 1.28 million
§ visitors in 2014, up 4 per-
cent from the previous 1.22

million people enjoying the

sand and sea.

“Those  two - par.ks,
which are both vight on the
watet, tend to be the most

-popular and trade off the -

No. 1 spot each year;” said

‘Dawn Dawson-House, a

parks spokeswoman

But the parks in the Up-'

state near rapidly erowing

attributes _
the increasing visitation to.
the simultaneous increase .

populatlon centers like

Greenville .and Spartan-
burg, and closer to the foot-
hills, aiso remain extretne-
Iy popular. .

““That (7.7 million visi-

- tors)totalnumberhasbeen; -
higher in the past,”Gaines '
said. “Visitation numbers

18 not an exact science.”
The parks department
counts visitors to park visi-

- tor centers and has traffic -

counters, but italsolooksat

occupancy rates in lodging -
and campgrounds, reve-
“nue numbers and program

attendance numbers. -

tation numbers were the

.best-in the past decade. -
‘Weé've honed our formula ', |
of how we count visitors,” -

Gaines said.

Revenue for the last fis-
cal year was up 34 percent -
_';j:over the previots’ ‘year, he:-,
" gaid, MostallofSouthCaro
lina’s ‘state’ parks: charge .
admission fees, in addition -
to other user.fees such as -
‘cabin . rentals and- camp- .

ground stays. .

which - are undlscoverecl
treasures.” .
Devils I‘ork State Park

in Oconee County, near the
" North Carolina and Geor-
“glaborders, sawa decrease

of 6 percent last year, drop-
ping from 175,590 visitors

t0164,988 in 2014. The park
providesthe only publicac-

cess to Lake Jocassee, a
7,300-acre reservoir, .

The dip in visits might
have been related to lake
levels, Gaines said. The
area experienced drought
conditions last year,

“We focus more on the
quality of experience rath-

- er than the number of peo-

ple who come through the
gates,” Gaines said. -

- “Whenwelookattheen- -
- “tirety of numbers, pro--
grams, occupancy, admis- -
~ sien fees -- last year was a:

“very good year for-us. Visi-

“T. don’t think - there is
any .one. Teason, “but one -
thing that. has been very..

. successful in South:Caroli- - -

na is.-a.very- aggresswe-.'

marketing' campaign with
* the ‘Come outandplay” ini-
- tiative in print ads, social

o medla and on TV" Games

' “One of their- themes.--:

has been “Undiscoyered -

South: Carolina,” highlight- - -

ing many of our parks,.



