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Visi¢ the Museum of the
Cherokee in South Car-
olina, at 70 Short St. in
Walhalla, which is open on

" Saturdays from 10 a.m.-2
p-m. email lutherlyle@
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WALHALLA — Thanks
to a fortuitouschain of
events, the Museum of
the Cherokee in South
Carolina is expanding its

footprint in Walhalla. bellsouth.net; or visit the
Last year, museum museumn’s Facebook page.
directors were unstie- '
cessful in their attempt the better. First came the
“to purchase an adjacent - good news a few months
Building by way of the ago that state park offi- |

clals-agreed to turn over

their Cherokee interpre-
- tivéreghibits and kiosks

at Keowee-T'oxaway State

proposed Oconee County
capltal project sales tax.
referendum. The museam
did not make the cut of

the projects ineluded in Park on 8.C. Highway 11
the referendum preposal, in Pickens County to the
which voters rejected . museum in Walhalla.
anyway. ' - “They had shut the.
Afterthat dl,sappomt-' whole thing down and

ment, the museum’s

fortunes began to turn for SEE MUSEUM, PAGEAS i

Oconee County Council voted Monday night to turn over
an adjacent building to the Museum of the Cherokee in
South Carofina, located on Short Street in Walhalla.

\and Keowee

last few years,” museuny

director Luther Lyle said

'Wednesday “They agreed
ito.give us everything -
'that was in the museum -
‘and the kiosks, which

amounts to abotit 47 palnt-

ed panels of: the hlstory of

the Cherokee, and all the' ;

do anythlng

archagologi-
cal artlfacts
‘from Fort

Prince George

TOWII o

. This week
good fortune B
continued to 'I.yi‘e’ '
smile on the ‘
‘museum when Ocoriee
" County Council turned.

- over an adjacent, aban-~

doned government build--
ing that was last used by
the Oconge County coro-

. ner. After a inanimous . .
o VOte Tuesday night, the

uilding will bécome the.
roperty of the museumn

work is completed..
“Actually, everythmg

y gave us the. bulldlng
nd the state gaveus .

1the dlsplay to put in the
ibuilding.”

Lyle called the gift from

the state “priceless.” He .
«4said Duke Energy gave
Bthe land for the park and

aid to have the Cherokee

e,

s soon as-all the paper-. -

hat (state park o_fﬁclals).' L

Voted to donate unused buﬂdln

‘.’We' had the p'romise of _the
artifacts and displays from Keoweg
Toxaway, and this building becam

available at the same time. If eithej

one did not happen, we could 'r'lot—
. Its like |ts fate

Luther I.yle

Museum of the Cherokee in South Carolma dlrector

2

interaotive_ l,:ente'r built

there. Also, Lylé said the
. 8.C. Departmént of Ar-

chaeology ‘and Antlirdpol-
ogy contributed by domg

_ all the archaeological digs "
at Fort Prinée George and :

Keowee Town'to comé up
with the artlfaets that
will be.ori:display.

“Tt's a'goldmie,” Lyle
said. "Things just hap- -
pened. (State park offi:- | -

cials) didn't have enough
-visitation torwarrant . -
"Keeping aranger there. .. -
.. They are delighted we .

will have theirexhibits
here and ¢lese by.,” . . -
During a public hearing

R before the third and final .

reading of'an ordinance

turning over the building, .

to the museum, gveryone . -
who spoke had only good:

things to say about the way
museurn leaders showcase
. Cherokee history and said

museum officials great
stewards of their property

- on Short Street across

~ from the Oconee County
; Courthouse. -

.whose office is nearhy, sai

" dsset,” Denny said.

o museum will haveto'rai
" dbout $50,000 through -

© -grants and donations

- to renovate the donated’

- building and construct -

_ the promise of the arti- ]

‘building became availabl

Attorney Keith Denny,

the museum has i 1mprove
the lock of Short Street,’
- *I'belisve it would h_e a

Lyle estimates the-

a connector between the:
existing facility and the -
nHiseum annex.
“Both these things
happened at the same -
time,” Lyle said. “We had

facts and displays from .
Keowee-Toxaway, and thi

at the same time. Ifeither
one did not happen, we :
could not do anything. ..
It’s like it's fafe.”
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