r, ROMNEY TO VISIT

X o3 3 cans who backed other candidates dur.
| GOP candidate Hl town ing the primary a chance to show their
tﬂdﬂ}T for fundr dlser, renaurse ?tﬁm? tt‘:cei] to face. :

e . ne of the guests, however, won"
won'’t appear in public have to do hat. Gov. Niki ﬁfﬁg cam-
paigned hard for Romney du 1& pri-
By Rudolph Bell mary and will join him at the fundraiser,

Staff writer _ said her spokesman, Rob Godfrey.
dbel|@greenvilleaniine com About 70 people are expected to at-

tend, said Carl Sobocinski, owner of So-

Greenville Republicans voted over- by’s, the Main Street restaurant where
whelmingly for Newt Gingrich in South the fundraiser is planned.

Carolina’s presidential primary, but that “We've been working on it foracouple

isn’t stopping Mitt Romney from swoop-  of weeks, getting the menu and BVEry-

ing into town today for some quick cam-  thingready, " Sobocinski said. “We've got

paign cash. Secret Service all over the last couple of

The $25,000-a-couple fundraiser at &
I

downtown restaurant will give Republi-
GOP presidential

candidate Mitt :
Rommney arrives in
Columbus, Ohio,
on Wednesday for
a campaign stop.
Romney will be in
’ E;aanville today
for a fundraiser at
Soby's. MaRY
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days, interviewing every-
body and checking out all
the spots in the building M

One of Greenville’s
leading Republicans, for-
mer ambassador David
Wilkins, said South Caro-
finians should feel privi-
leged for the attention
from Rompey with the
battle for the White House
now in high geat.

“You can imagine the
demands on his time right
now with less than 90 days
before the election,” said
Wilkins, who backed Rick
Perry during the primary
but switched to Romney
after Perry dropped outat
the last minute.

Romney isn’t expected
to do any public cam-
paigning, but  that
shouldn’t ruffie any feath-
ers, said Chip Felkel, a lo-
cal public affairs consult-
ant and Republican cam-
paign veteran.

“We don’t getalot of at-
tention in Seuth Carolina
post-primary anyway, 80
that's nothing new,” Fel-
kel said.

\As for Gingrich's
trouncing of Romney dur-
ing the Jan. 21 primary,
garnering more than 40
percent of the vote, conl-
pared to less than 28 per-

cent for Romney, Felkel
shrugged it off: “That was
then, This is now.”

Romney attended
fundraisers in Charlotte
and Birmingham on
Wednesday.

He arrives in Green-
ville amid fresh attacks
from state Democrats,
who released an adver-
{isement Wednesday at-
tacking the former Mas-
sachusetts governor for
flip-flopping.

Columbia lawyer Rich-
ard Harpootlian, state
Democratic  chairman,
said Romney favored gun
control, abortion rights
and a mandate for health
care as governor, only to
switch those positions
when he started running
for president.

“Because winning is
more important than any-
thing else to the South
Carolina  Republicans,
they've ignored the fact

that this guy is not a con-
servative” Harpootlian
told GreenvilleOnline-

.COm.

State GOP Chair Chad
Connelly said Harpeot-
lian and the Democra(s
can only criticize because
they're “teetering on the
edge of irrelevancy.”

“They can't run oen
Obama's failed admini-
stration, so they attack
us,” Connelly said.

A spokesman for the
Romney campaign
wouldn't release details of
the candidate’s schedule.

Romney comes 1o
Greenville having just an-
nounced his vice presi-
dent, Congressman Paul
Ryan of Wisconsin, and
less than two weeks away
from the Republican Na-
tional Convention in Tam-

pa.

Democrats gather for
their national convention
next menth in Charlotte.
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