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The crew performed maintenance on several
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'SENECA — A helicopter craw

' from Pennsylvania spent Thurs-
day and Friday assisting Duke
Energy with maintenance and
pressure washing of sa‘s.rqrai tow-
ers and pﬁWér lines in ﬂmnaa
County.

Sandy Yuda, of Seneca, said she
and her hushand, Larry, heard
a haucnpteﬁi’wering over their *
Lake Keowee home on Ft'il:la?
morning.

“We walked out to our dock and

“there was a man dangling from
a helicopter repairing the power
‘line,” she said.

Sandra Magee, a spokeswoman
for Duke Energy, said the heli-
copter's crew performed mainte-
nance on several transmission
lines that Duke couldn’t reach by
bucket truck, .

"The;' are also Washmg down
the towers because of the build-
up from buzzard dmgpingp,:eﬁ the
insulators,” Magee said.

Tim Smith, a Duke Energy em-
ployee, said the helicopter crew
spent Thursday pressure wash-
ing the insulators.

transmission lines that Duke Bﬁlﬂﬂﬂ?ﬁ‘ﬁﬁﬂfﬂh

“It’s pretty mﬁng-ta sen ‘I:?::Em

‘work,” Smith said, “The halimp
ter has a pressure washer at-
tached to it and it gets really low
and close to the tuwm:

Smith said Friday the crew
installed shields to prevent buz-
zards from contaminating the
insulators 311 the ﬂ:tnre‘

“They drop the crew offon the
tower and then the helicopter
brings the shields one at a time,"” -
Smith said. “It’s only iaking _
them about anmur to cover one
tower."

He said Haverfield's helicopter

‘Crew is comprised Dﬂmb;nla from
all over the U.S.

“These guys live throughout
the country, and they do this.
kind of work all around the U.8."
he said. “They love this work — I
think it's the thrill of the job. The
pilot told me he saw a Youtube,
video of a helicopter crew ww;k
ing on lines, and he knew right
then he wanted to do that. He
said he’s been ﬂ:,ringfa#"six years
now.”

‘Magee said maintenance would
last no later than today.
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