__Sumpay, Fesruagy 17, 2013 Tue GREENVILLE NEWS

QUTDOORS

Rice reels in a win
out of Lake Keowee

By Scott Keepfer
skeepfer@greenyillanews com

Bass fisherman Adam
Rice says he always tries
to underestimate the
weight of his catch.

“T'd rather be sur-
prised than disappoint-
ed," Rice said.

Rice was plenty sur-
prised last Saturday in the
Wal-Mart Bass Fishing
League Savannah River
Division Tournament at
Lake Keowee, and the re-
sult was his first-ever

BFL victory and a nice.

paycheck.

“T thought I had a
strong 12 pounds when I
headed in,” Rice said.

- When his five-bass lim-
it tipped the scales, he had
15 pounds, 12 ounces -
-good enough totie Darren

Ashley of Calhoun Falls

for the top spot in the 200-
boater field.

Rice, a Belton native”

who lives near Anderson,
has been competing on the
BFL cireuit for about five
years, with abest finish of
14th place prior to last
weekend. And the 26-
year-old registered nurse

ish: was 14

didn’t have high hopes for
the 2013 seas0n opener.
“Keowee i usually
tough for me,” said Rice,
whose best previous fin-
place last
yearat Clarks Hill, "Soit's

a big deal to get off Io a

good start, In the past I've
also struggled in Febru-

‘ary; soii's nice to start out

likke this."
Rice, who is bidding
for a third consecutive

berth in the BFL Regional

Championship, used a4
shaky head worm and jig
to land nine keeper bass
and eventually weighedin
three largemouths and
two spotted bass,

y, 46, continued
his good fortune fishing

‘an Alabama rig. Ashley

won the BFL Wild-Card
event last October, earn-

ing a berth in the 2013 All-

American this June in
Chattanooga, Tenn., by us-
ing an Alabama rig, and
the same bait came

through once again at Ke-

owee,
He cavght 20 bass—one
spot and 19 largemouths.
All of his “weigh-in fish"
were largemouths,

“Three different times
1 had two bass on at one
time," Ashley said. "And
one time a third bass tried
to hit the rig right at the
boat.”

Ashley, whose previ-
ous best finish in & BLF
regular-season event was

‘a second place at Lake

Hartwell a few vears ago,
has nine Top 10 finishes on
the circuit, but this was
the first nme he'd ever
been fif tobe tied.

“¥pu don't see many
ties - especially for first
place,” Ashley said.

Ashley also received a
$2,000 Ranger Cup bonus
and totaled $6,347 in win-
nings while Rice pocketed
$4,347.

Liberty's Greg Glouse,
who won the season-open-
ing event at Keowee last
year, finished fourth with
13:8 while Easley's Joe
Anders took fifth with
13-2.

Dustin Shirley of Roys-
ton Ga., won the co-angler
division with 12-11. Kevin
Landreth of Seneca and
David Smith of Anderson
‘;leﬁd for fourth place with
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