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Returning Warriors’ soak in sun, fun and

BY JESSICA SIBLEY year. However, the 2010
THE JOURNAL version is even bigger with
_ maore cammuinity- backing
SALEM — “Youdon't see  and business spofisor-
this every day. You rarely  ships
-seethis kind of thing at all “If more commuinities
these days.” argund the nation, like the
Marine Gunnery Ser- one here at Keowee Key,
geant Chris Ovanek made  volunteered to house and
that observation asheand  entertain servicemen and
96 other Marines relaxed women, the Hves of our
at Keowee Key on Tuesday,  soldiers can be improved,”
. soaking up some well-de- Ovanek added. "1t is so
served and much-needed erucial for these uys to
«rest and relaxation. have that down thne and
The “Returning War. fan. It refreshes us to then
riors” program, which g0 ot and do what we've
continues throngh Thurs-  been trained to do”™
day morning, returnedto. Morethana dozen jet
the Upstate for 4 second skis lined the beach at Ke-
=
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Marines are met with cheers and applause as they arrive
at Gignilliat Field on Tuesday night for the Veterans Ap-

preciation Event. For mare photos, see Page AB.
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owee Key Marina for Ma-
rines to tackle the waters
of the lake. Fishing boats
ferried soldiers to the best
fishing spots on the lake,
and catered lunches gave
visitor, the fuel o go out

« and do it all over agalin in
the affernoon.

“These guys have so
miuch on their minds be-
fore they leave for combat,
while they are goneand
when they come back, that
a span ol time to relaxis of
the ntmost importance,”
he said. “Here, we don't
have to think about any-
thing except having a good
fime."
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Tracie Hawkins from
Roger C. Peace Rehabilita-
tion Hospital in Greenville
said the event has grown
by miles.

“1 joke that this event
started from a small
hrainstorm,” she said. “We
thought it would be nice fo
offer a water skiing event
for Martnes, injured and
otherwise. Now, look how

far it's come. And it'sonly
going to get bigeer and
batter.”

For Hawlkins, knowing
first:hand the struggle
service peaple go through,

SEE 'WARRIORS', PAGE AS
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! ig community enough.
ROBAGL tFl‘t)lr these host familici:‘sEd
peially when they to open t_hei’r homes, i€
_gf injured in bat{;le’ the ]tli?n aéa,(it’gs“jﬁ ;1131 g:%l:lu%g
t is a tear-ierker. A al.
wf%} get tobeapart all feel very ]'lu;kyihe
of this, it’s just price- T_uesday night, t e\
loss,” she said, “Tobe visitors were treat;:t o
able to stand herg, face community concel i
t0 face with them and fireworks at Glgl’;l a
say ‘thank you,” you just Community Cenher x.w i
" can't beatthat”™ Seneca. Today, t eyth
And while Ovanek and  spend more tlne Wlan 5
his fellow Marines Were their host families
gearing up Tuesday for gnjoy the am%llmisda 4
two more days of fun, thelake. On. TH ug‘ ew\:-:ll
e couldn't get over the they will bave & aruick
motorcade that brought breakgast, enjoy S q e -
the Marines into town on gtop at Dunkin I;m e
Monday. in Clemson and then’ -
wive wene all speech- on their way bacsla;:ltni .;%
jéss.” he said. "It was they lgave_heen it
amazing. We neverl . for doing.
ected anything like ' !
?E I{Ne simply can't thank im@daﬂmmnmmws
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