Retirement sooner than expected for
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SALEM — Retirement isone
word that is in everyone's vocabu-
lary, but how each person arrives
to that life chapter varies.

Craig and FEileen Homan knew re-
tirement wasdn their future plans,
bt it was "divine intervention™
that allowed this couple to retire at
58 years old.

_“We are the exception versus the
norm becanse we weren’t really
thinking we would retire at 58
years old,” Craig Homan said.

It was the zaleof Craie's business
in 2011 that allowed the couple to
start their retirement years hefore
their 60s, like most of their baby
boomer friends.

Ron and Charlotte Glover worked
longer and harder than they origi-
nally planned ta reach retirement,

Now, the Homans and Glovers are enjoying
comfortable living in Keowee Key, but not simply
because they retired from successful careers. The gouples
credit a happy retirement to learning how to spend and.

save money wisely.

versity in the forestry program, but
after about three yvears, he left the
university and joined the Navy, His
original four-year commitment o
the Navy turned into 81 years, and
he retired 4% a submarine captain
in 1897, Six months later, he started
working for the S.C. Research
Authority in Charleston and then
moved to the authority’s Anderson

dren and worked for 10 years as an
administrative assistant once their
last child went to college.

Now, the Homans and Glovers
are erijoying comfortable living in
Keowee Key, but not simply be-
cause they retired from successful
careers. The couples credit a happy
retirement tolearning how to
spend and save money wisely.
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which started May 30 last year.
Ron, 67, started at Clemson Uni-
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“Working and saving and
saving,"” Ron said when
asked how he made it tove.
Hrement. “You don't knew
stowing up what retirve-
ment is gaing to he”

Both couples found they
ire “lake people” and enjoy
the retirement atmosphere
i Keowee Key - whether
it's Eileen playing tennis,:
craig enjoying d round
Jf golf, Ron tending to his
sarden or Charlotte plan-
1ing the community’s next
social event.

“Soine accuse me of
seinga member of the
Shambper of Commerce,”
Sraig said, adding he and
Tileen previously lived in
Viichigan. "When [talk to
nr Yankee friends, we talk
1ighly of this type of living
ind the genuine warmth of
‘he southern people.”

—

Ron and Charlotte
said their years of living
“payday to payday” paid
off as they have a house
now larger than when their
four children were living
at home.

“If I could just have
a.shack on the lake, I
would've been fine,” Ron
said, *“We never envisioned
we would have what we
have.”

The couple has a four-
bedroom, three-and-a-half
bathroom home. Buring
thelr working vears, the
Glovers lived in nice,
imiddle-class neighbar-
hoods, but admitted their
retivement Hfe s a stepup
from earlier years,

“Our kids say, ‘Where
were all these bathrooms
when we were growing
up?” Charlotte said laugh-
ing.

Craig and Eileen have

office, where he retired last year.
Charlotte, 65, raised their chil-

a similar story sinee they
married at 18 years old and
had to grow up quickly,
especially when their first
daughter came “right
away."”

“We were cost-cautious
and very frugal,” Cralg
said.

It was:that frugal

lifestyle, Craig said,

that allowed their three
daughters to work part
time whilein college and
their parents pay for their
tuition, Whereas, Craig
had to fund his own college
education, |

As most baby boomers
are entering retirement
now or hope to in the

SEE RETIREMENT, PAGE A5

coming years, research
into retirement areas and
makingsurethersisa
financial cushion is what
the Homans and Glovers
recomimend. »

However, for the younger
generations, these baby
boomets warn recent col-
lepe graduated to not rely
on traditionalgovernment
plans. :

“*You have to have alter-
native investments and not
be ina position of depen-
dence on the government,”
Craigsaid. *.,. Tthink
peaple are going to have to
plan their retireéments dif-
fereit in the firture than we
did and our parents did.”
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