Retallers report solid
sales gains for July

NEW YORK (AFP) — The
back-to-school season got
a strong start as discounts
and high temperatures
in July drove shoppers to
air-conditioned malls. But
merchants worry that mo:
mentum won't continue
through the remainder of
the second-biggest:shop-

o pingperiod of the year as
the weather gets cold and
thedealsdryup. .

Despite a flow of had
economic news that kept
consamer confldence
! shaky, a number of retail-
ers reported July revenue
on Thursday that beat
Wall Street estimates,
including discounter
Target, department store
Macy'sand luxury chain
Saks. :



