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ebounded moder tély :

purchases in uglist as retail gales. _' sy

grew at- the fastest pace:sinee .

April, the ]
isaid Friday. -~ * i
;... Retail sales mcreasa 06%‘1
Aqgust. Excludmg bo ng
purchasds, “a’ voIathe catego
sales roseOB% B

More’ good news: The growt-

in sales in July was revised fo. ju
D 3% from: virtually no change e
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the Thdmson Reuters/; niversity
of Mlchlg‘an index ‘of. constier "
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_In Arigust, sales at auto dealers 5 Me
,and furmture, electrémcs and, P
- clothing stores rose, while de~
 partmient store sales . dechned
‘Gasolitie, station saleg- foll "in’g -

. mionth’ that saw declming gaSO-
lme prices, "

- Americans.are splurgmg on

cars and SUVs _ after deferrmg'
Such purchases during the ecdo”
homic', downturn, Auto ,Sales

reached an'eight-year high of 175

million last month; ‘according to
an Autodata report last week.
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"IHS G obal Inmght economlst
-Chis Christopher - said the im-
proved . ‘corisumer? mood  should:
help back-to-school sales in the
remainder of this month
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2 néw data “quite podif
- “With further jobs gams,-.rises
in iricome growth and a loosening
in eredit conditionis:in e’ yipe-
irig,- c‘onsumption growth'should
strenigthers'in the fourth uarter“ :
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