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" Residents feel good about
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- Pollfinds increased optimism about future

TheState - -

S _':Sduth Car.olinién-s are Teeling

better about the state’s economy
— a lot better, according to a
. "Winthrop Poll released Wednes- -

~ day.

condition of the state’s econory

as either being very good or fair--

ly. good. That is up from about
one in four — 26.5 percent — just

‘Almost six in 10 South Caro-
linians — 58.9 percent—rate the

pled the economy in Fébr_uéry- ‘

2010. s

" South Carolinians alse are - -

more optimistic.about the state's

economic future than they were.

four yearsago., - - -
- Earlier this month, 57.6 per-

cent of .the 877 adults living.in . -
- South  Carolina surveyed teld
Winthrop that they think eco-.
nomic conditions in the state are

getting better. Qnly 30.7 percent

_-those sufveyedbywmthfdp'said

the state’s economy was getting
worse while only. 411 percent
said it was getting better, - -

Just more, than half of South.

" Carolinians surveyed— 512 per-

cent — told Winthrop that their

.. personal finances were -excel-

lent or -good, basically "un-
changed from a Winthrop Poll in

.December 2012 that asked the

same question.. o
But South Carolinians are

. more upbeat about their per-

sonal financial outlooks.

-534 percent —— said their per-
sonal financial situation'was get-
ting better, Earlier this month,
almost six in 10 South Carolin-
ians — 60.5 percent — said their
personal finances were improv-

g . - 7 _
* The shift in attitude comes as
the state’s unemployment rafe
has dropped —to 5.7 percent last
month -from more than 12-per-.

cent in early 2010. :

The shift also was reflected it
other parts of the poll. After con-
sistently rating jobs as the

four years ago, as the Great Re-
cession’s lingering impact crip-

ting worse.

said the §tate’s economy was get-

Four years ago, 46 perc'ént of.

~ InDecember 2012, just more:
than half of those surveyed —

- | Winthrop that the most fmpor-
-Walt:}ct'iig;?e facing the sfcgte qu

tion. S Ln
e('-ius‘:ct?ll, Jouth Carolinians are .

'{ess sure about the fate of thena-

tional economy. o
tm;r}li‘,arlier- this month, 37 8 per-
cent of the South Carolinians

eved rated the U.S. econo- -
fﬁv ausY fairly good or very good,

_up from 17 percent in February

2(10.and 31.3 percent in Decem- -

Her 2012,

But after geveral false €c0-

pomic Springs, South C_arolin—

* ' seePOLL, Page 1A

__’———’/
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that' the' U.S. economy is

- improving, Just under half -
said the U.S. economy was
' getting better — 45.5 per-.

cent — and roughly the

same number said it was-
" getting worse — 48.2 per-

cent. - .

In part, that compara-
- tive pessimism about the
-'national econoiny just con-
tinues 4 trend. Since 2012,

South' ‘Carolinians - sur-
veyed by Winthrop consis-
tently have rated the S.C.
economy as stronger and
outperforming the nation-
aleconomy. - -

- themselves- - and

"y kow from official

numbéers that thé national

 economy, as well as the

" gtate economy,. are im-
* proving,” said - Winthrop

‘ o _ - Poll, dire¢tor Scott Huff-
jiansarenot soldontheidea - ‘ L

*mon.

- “However, “the  im-

provements’ that “happen
¢loser to home are easier

 to see and more-concrete. - j
“Thig means that ¢er--."

tainty about the direction - .
of .the staté .economy is

probably higher as aresult
of seeing it in the lives of
_ their.
neighbors :and: feeling it

firsthand, while the health . -

of the national economy is -
more distant and shrouded -
in a bit moré uncertainty, -
" “In this instance, famil- -
iarity breeds not con-
‘tempt. buf eomfort 2 :

state’s No. 1 issue, this time the
South Carolinians surveyed. told




