j—l—{egionai
~ Vision” off
to good start

Upstate stakeholders
unveil key principles
to address growth
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GREENVILLE — A planiing
leader-who opened & path to re-
glonal cooperation and economic
opportunitiesin Central Florida it
a fire in scores of men and women
representing 10 Upstate counties
who think they could do the same-
in South Caroling.

Shelley Lauten, president of
myregion.ore, caught the attention
of stalkeholders and elected officials
that eonverged at the Ten at the
Top Regional Vision Sommit at the
Carolina First Center in Greenville
on Tuesday.

Particlpants drove from the
region’s outer reaches in Abbeville
Connty and Union County-and from
places in between,

Latiten’s message was slmple.
She sald that before myregion.org
came on the scene in 19499, Central
Florida lacked regional cohesive-
ness. Lautén said she encounterad
seven splintered counties that only
operated within thelr borders and
distrusted aftempts at takinga
regional approach to addressing
out-of-control growth,

“We've gone from 400,000 people
to 3.7 million people, and its pro-
jectad we're going to double in size,”
Lauten said of Central Florida.

Lauten sald myregion.org start-
ed out as a child of the Orlando
Regional Chamber of Commerce.
She =aid questions such as: “What
would be the passibilities for the
region 50 years out? — And: “How
can Central Florida compete witha
global economy and still maintain
its quality of 1ifa? — brought people
o the tahle and had them think
about the future,

it's no coincidence that Ten at the
Top is hoping to emulate the suc-

pess myregion.org has had.
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Hybl spent five years with
myregion.org as project
manager for its “How
Shall We Grow?" initia-
tive,

It's no surprise given
the time they ve worked
together that Hybl and
Lauten echoed each oth-
er's words when referring
o participants at Tues-
day’s conference: “They
have no power exeept the
power of & great jdea.”

Just ag Central Florida,
fhe Upstate region’s 1
eounties face unprece-
dented growth in the next

20 years. Experts predict
that by 2030 the Upstate
could add more than
275,600 new residents, an
additional 120,600 new
households and sgee more
than 200,000 new jobs
created.

Thinking regionally
in a global economy is
not the end, but the
beginning, of & process,
Lauten indicated. She
said Central Florida now
is engaging the Tampa
Bay area in partnering to
hecome a super regional
powerhouse with greater
economic clowt.
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