‘Low'gas prices should help -
to Spur a strong season

By Bruce Smith
Associdted Press -

. The lowest gas prices in years and a
robust economy should comtbine for an-
other record year for South Carolina’s
$18 billion tourism industry. _
.“The economy has strengthened, fuel -
prices are low and consuier confidence

and CEO -of the Myrtle Beach Area
Chamber of Commerce, “The tourism in--
dustry throughout South Carolina is bull- -

ish.about 2015, - - .

“I think 2015 will be a third straight

year' of record numbers,” added Duane

Record year predicted for SC

- hue per gvailable room,

-olina,” Parrish said.

. - toCharleston. "~
. is solid,” said Brad Dean, the president. -
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ment of Parks, Recreation and Tourism. --
A key indicator for the industry, reve-
was up 11.2 per-.
cent last year. Nationally, the figure was
up 8.2 percent. “A good year for the coun-*
try and ever a better year for South Car-

- The tourism season: gears up this
week'with the Governor’s Conference on
Tourism and Travel in Myrtle Beach and
tion which attraets about 40',000 visitors.
A postcard of the South Carblih'a tour-
ism industry entering the 2015 season:: 7-
Charleston still No, 1. .~
In 2014, for the fourth straight year;:

Charleston was voted the top domestic

tourist. destination by readers of Conde :

Sports tourism
- ‘then the Southeastern Wildlife Exposi-© -

THE. GREENVILLE NEWS =

named the:No, 2 destination wo'rldﬁfide.

‘Refurbishing Hilton Head . -
~The resortisland has almost $300 mil-

lion in renovations underway to hotels

and other attractions; The island already |
- features 24.golf courses and more than :

250 restaurants, .. -

The $12 million Myrt‘le‘Beac_h fSports

athletes; their families and dollars: :

'New events this year

The inaugural Carclina Country Mu-
sic Festival will be staged on the Myrtle

Center stages its first events nextmonth
- at a compléx including eight basketball -
and 16 volleyball courts. The idea is to at-.
tract amateur tournaments and with the

Parrish; the director of the state Depart-.

Naste Traveler -Maga;ine._ It was also -

' Beach boardwalk in June, It features 35 -

s g L

tourism
acts includin'g' such stars as Lady Ante: - g
- bellim and. Big' & Rich. In Charleston;
May" brings the Charleston Insider’s
Weekend. Visitors can . experience
- Charleston’s history, shopping and feod
atevents hosted by leading magazine ed:.

itors and locals. - -

Airconnections - . ¢ P
“There are more direct flights to
more major cities from our state than =
- there have ever been in the past,” Par-
rish said. That helps, he said, when 20
percentof visitors arrive by air, v - -

Gas prices S
Gas prices always climb into the sum-
mer months. But Dean said prices don’t
- seem to discourage visitation until they .
reach $4 a gallon or so. Parish expects
them to stay below $3. '




